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 In searching for facts, truth, and understanding, I found all three.  My search isn’t complete 

and never will be; however, it has been very satisfying.  Richard Howard, my great-great-

grandfather, though not a captain, was a courageous seaman who displayed all the chivalry and 

honor that was expected and desired of men in those days.  He proved his bravery as he saved his 

son, and then stood in line with the officers and fellow seamen and went down with the ship.  His 

son John Richards Howard, with the vision of his brave father embedded in his memory, displayed 

courage over and over again.  He had the courage to change the course of his life when he heard the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and later on faced all the challenges of a pioneer.  He displayed courage as 

he buried loved ones—particularly his beloved and youthful wife.  His ship went down over and over 

again.  He spent twenty years connecting our family to the past and seeking truth.  I gratefully found 

my grandfather, John Fitz Alan Howard,  to be a brilliant and compassionate man—a complete 

turnaround from whom I thought he was.  Driven by the loss of his mother when he was only 

fourteen-years-old, he sought for truth and knowledge in the medical world.  He found answers that 

were not only satisfying, but inspiring!  ��
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