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Autobiography of Cecil Syme James
(1900 1987)

James and Margaret Johnstone Syme in

Rock Springs, Wyoming. A brother Thomas

Irvinand asister ViolaMargaret preceded me, and

abrother Edwin Ernest and asister Leah Elizabeth

followed me. My mother’sfamily camefrom Scot-
land where her father worked inthe coa mines.

My father wasbornin Salt Lake City, Utah

and hisfamily camefromWales. My father cameto

Rock Springsin 1885. He came to work for the

I wasborn on March 14, 1900, to ThomasAlma

Union Pacific Codl
Co. to help build
the houses that

were destroyed in
the ChineseRiot. During thisperiod, the Coal Co. hadimported a
number of Chinesetowork inthe coa mines. Someof the pit bosses
started giving many of the Chinese better roomsinthe minesthanthe
white minersasthey were getting akick back from the Chineseon
payday. When the white minersfound out what was happening they
formed amob and chased the Chinese out of town and killed fifteen,
and burned most of their houses. The United States had to make
reparationsto Chinafor thedead Chinese. They also sent atroop of
soldiersinto Rock Spring to subduetheriot and seethat therewere
nofutureuprisings.

The Govern-
ment built somebarracks
| inRock Springsto house
| the soldiers. After the
soldiers left Rock
Springs, the Union Pa-
cific took over the bar-
racks and converted
theminto homesfor their
employees. My father
moved into one of these
houses, and | wasthefirst child born in the barracks on March 14,
1900.

My mother came to Rock Spring with her folks who came
from Scotland. Shewaseleven yearsof agewhen she cameto this
country. Her family joined the Churchin Scotland where her father and
someof her brotherswerecoa miners.

— Thomas Alma James - 1888

Margaret Syme James - 1887
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fter they joined the Church they wanted to
A cometotheU.S., but they were poor and
there was alargefamily, so they started to save
what little money they could, and when they had enough
money, they sent acoupleof thefamily tothiscountry. When
they came herethey worked in the minesin Wyoming and
sent money back to
help other mem-
bers of the family
immigrateuntil all
thefamily members
& wereabletoimmi-
grate.
My first
p £ e id recollection of any-
Margaret and her brother James Robert Syme thingwaswhenwe
Viola and lrvin livedin one of the
company houses
onD . Thisisnow Broadway. | remember quiteafew people
who lived onthisstreet asmost of them had children my ageand
we played alot together. Therewerethe Griffiths, Firmages,
Dyetts, Rennies, Beveridges, and several otherswhosenamesl|
donot recall.

My father was outsideforeman for
the U.P. Coal Co., and he had a buck-
board herode aroundin. A Chinaman
brought the horse-drawn vehicleto him
in the morning and took it back to the
stablesintheevening. | remember my
father takingmewithhimtovist someof
themines. | remember on oneoccasion
Viola wasplayingwithacandleand it
and passed it through one of the win-
dows. Whilepassingit through, it caught
thecurtainsonfire. My mother grabbed
thecurtainsand rushed outsidewiththem.
| do not remember if she got burned.
] Cecil at three years Cecil at four years | remember going to school for
thefirsttime. It wasinabasement room
of theold rock school. | wasquite scared and wanted to go home. When | wasbetweenfiveand Six years
of agemy father bought somefarmlandinldaho. He bought ateam of horsesand awagon, and heand
Irvindroveit to ldaho with alot of thefamily’sbelongings. Hebuilt asmall house onthefarm and my
mother took therest of thefamily and went by trainto Idaho. Thiswasthefirsttimel had beenonatrain.
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1890

Cecil
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Margaret Syme and her brothers and sisters

--all of whom came to America from Scotland. Picture taken in 1910.
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y father didn’t stay too long on the farm but
came back to work for the U.P. Coal Co.
again. | believe he was not cut out to be a
farmer. | remember we had two horses, acow and anum-
ber of chickens, and mother and Irvin planted agarden. |
went to school in Kimberly, which wasthree or four miles
from our farm. Mother or Irvin drove us to school ina
buggy. We also went to church in Kimberly. Our house
wassmall and quite crowded. | remember somemen came
and grabbed alot of sagebrush and stackeditinpiles. We
enjoyed watching it burn. Weweregoinginto Twin Falsto
acircus. Twin

Falls was six

miles from our 1906 --- Irvin, Viola, Cecil, Margaret and Edwin
farm. Something
came up that wewere not ableto go to the circus, which disap-
pointed usat thetime, but later wefound out that alion got loose
during the performance and mauled several people. | do not
remember if any werekilled.

We stayed on the farm for about two years, and my

160-acre farm near Kimberly, [daho

mother told my father
that he had to live on
thefarm or else movethefamily back to Rock Springssothe
decision wasmade to move back to Rock Springs. Dad sold
thefarminldaho, andweadl becameresidencesof Rock Springs |
again. Wemovedinto atwo-story houseon 9" &., whichisin
the northeast end of town. | started school againinalittle
schoolhouse about ahalf block from our house. | believel
wasinthesecond gradeat thistime. Thekidswhowereinthe

Built by Thomas A. James (1905)

neighborhood
were a rather
rough bunch

and they would
not permit meto

1907-1909 --9th Street, Rock Springs, Wyoming

1 play with them
| and somedays| had to run homefrom school to avoid get-
ting beaten up by them. | do not remember just how long
welivedinthe#4 area. Wemoved fromtheretoD S.into
another Company house. Thishomewaslater moved to
theBelmont Addition. Whilewewerelivinginthishousel
continued school intheold rock schoolhouse. Thisschool
waslessthen ablock from our house.

1909-1911--"D” Street, Rock Springs, VWyoming
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randfather Syme lived with usfor sometime.
G Hewasquite stern and wasalwaystell-
ing my mother that she should givemea
good strapping. | remember getting quite afew
| lickingsfrommy mother and | guessthat | deserved
‘| most of them.
Whilegoingto school intheold rock build-
| ing, | started to make new friendsand many of these
remained friendsall through grade school and also
*| through high school. Whilewewereliving at this
location, Dad quit the U.P. Coal Co. and went into

thelumber businesswith Victor Smith. They caled
it the Smith—JamesLumber Co. and several years

Margaret Livingston Haldane Syme
Grandma Syme

later it waschanged tothe Superior Lum- | James Brown Syme
ber Co.

At thistime, Dad started building anew homethat was
located at 423 “C” St. Thelumber yard was right behind the
home. Thehomewasfinishedin 1911, and wewerevery gladto
moveintoit. My sster Leahwasborninthishouse. | spent quite
alot of timearound thelumber yard after school. Wehad horses
that were used on the delivery wagon, and thedriver usedto et
me ride one of the horses after work to water them at the city
watering trough. Arthur Smith, who wasason of Victor Smith,
rode the other horse and
we became quite good at
riding horses. We rode
bareback al thetime.

Whileliving at #4
| remember seeing thefirst 7
transcontinental autorace |
come through Rock |
Springs. As| recall this
took several days, and |
quiteafew of thecarshad
tobepulledinto Rock Springswith horses. Therewereno paved
roadsin those daysand thedirt roadswerein very bad shape—

especially after arain—and automobileshad avery bad time. |
remember therewere only acoupleof carsin Rock Springsat this _
time. | believethey were owned by acoupleof doctors. They werebuilt likeaone-seat buggy and had
acurved stick that acted for a steering wheel and had a one—cylinder motor on the back, and they
chugged aong at between five and ten milesper hour.

| believeit wasin 1912 that Dad bought abicycleto ridearound hisjobs. Itwasavery fine
bicycle, and | believethat | rodeit morethan Dad. Inthose dayswetreasured abicycleasmuch askids
today treasuredriving thefamily car.

Margaret Johnstone Syme James -- 1908
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fter we moved into the new home on C St., Grandfather
James lived with us one summer, and he helped me build
some chicken coups and rabbit

pens. For several years| raised chickens
andrabbitsand | had several typesof each.
| used to exchangerabbitswith other kids
around town, so | had amixture of differ-
ent breeds.

Therabbitsand chickenstook up
quite abit of my time and probably kept
mefrom getting into mischief that isalways

believe every family had adog. Inthose
days many people also had acow. The
family next door to ushad acow, andwe
got our milk from them. | believeit cost

around twenty—five centsagallon.
Wehad agood group of kidsinthe

1911..”"C” Street, Rock Springs, Wyo-

neighborhood, and we had good times playing outside after school and
intheevenings. Wewereadll supposedtobeinby 9or 9:30at night. We
used awood and coal stovefor cooking, and it wasmy job to get the
coa and wood in sothat Dad could start thefireinthemorning. Dad
awaysgot up early inthemornings, and sometimes| would forget to get
thecoa andwoodinthenight. When =

|| thishappened, Dad wokemeupinthe ) .'
{1 morning and made me go out and get

the coal and wood and start the fire.
Thiswasn't bad inthe summer, butin
thewinter it wascoldinthemornings.

| continued going to school in
theoldrock buildinguntil 1914 whena
new high school building wasfinished, |
so| started my first year of high school }
in the new building. | enjoyed high &
school very much. Althoughour classes B =
were small, we had agood group of kids, and we got along very well
together.

In 1917 we had our first basketbal | team in the Rock Springs
High School. Wedidn't haveacoach. Theprincipa of the school acted
ascoach but hedidn’t know any moreabout thegame. We only had five
playerson theteam so we had no substitutes. Thefirst gamewe played
waswith Kemmerer, and welost the game 85 to15, but we gradually
improved and won agameonceinawhile. During my senior year we
devel oped apretty good team. Wehad areal coach and wewon about
seventy—five percent of our games. Wewere permitted to goto the state
tournament in Laramie and wonthird place, whichwethought wasvery
good.
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5:30inthemorning to seethecircustrainscomeinand unload al
thewagons—horsesand other animals. At noonthey would have
aparade through the town. You could
hear thesteam cdlliopedl over town.
Along with other kidswewould
get ajob carrying water for the
elephants, and wefound out that
they drank alot of water. For
caryingwater, wewould get afree
ticket tothecircus.
We used thissameground to
play baseball on. We had ateam onthe

uring my high school days
ehad alot of parties,
socialsand picnics. There

wasvery littlecommercia entertain-
ment; however, we attended apic-
ture show onceaweek. We could
go to apicture show for ten cents,
which was sometimeshard to come

by.

All of the big circuses
stopped off in Rock Springs. They
pitched their tentsintheareathat is
now occupied by theWardell Court.
We would go down town about

south side of town and there was ateam on the north side of town, so we alwayshad alot of rivalry.
During these days| would go out south sage chicken hunting. Wewould rent ateam and buggy from the

livery stable and go out to

HiGH SCHOOL BAND, 1915 — Members of the Rock | Tod Crippa, Hones Fedderscs, Avard Symes, Art Andercn |

Speings High School Band in Hha picters tskon on the steps | and Jack Quigler; third rew, Gordon Morrls, Johe Wataba,

of the post offics in 1915 ars, botfom row, from left, Adam | Frank Wendt, John [Baste) Dankowski, Fay Mils and Emmete |

Blaedil, Skeve Orester Sr, Al Stavran, Paul Froeman, Dwroey | Meaghinl, and fop rew, Tom Faciesll, Wilbur Dankowski, |

Momis, Wilkem ©'Desnsll and Bill Symei, leades; second | Hamy Caslsen, Clyde Crofts and Rudolph Carlon. The pie-
et Cenish  bebe Sredban Cocil dnmes SWalt Hscke | dues belonags to Sieve Crester, Rock Springs.

Willow Springswhichwasfif-
teenmilessouth of town. The
limit in those days was
twenty—four chickens, and it
wasn't very hard to get the
limit.

Whilein high school
we had quite close contact
with all teachers, as the
classesweresmall. Whenl
graduated in 1918, we had
twenty—six inour graduating
class, whichwasthebiggest
graduating class up to that
time
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miles southeast of town in an areaknown as Little Bitter Creek. We also hunted rabbitsin

thisareaabout two Saturdaysamonth. Wewould get at | east one coyote aweek--sometimes
two or three. Wewould get $5.00 bounty per coyote and from $5.00 to $10.00 for the hide. Oneday we
caught alargeeaglein oneof our traps. We managed to get it into agunnysack and bring it into town. |
built acagefor itinour back yard, and kidsfrom all over town cameto seeit. Whenfall camel turnedit
looseandit flew away.

Inthe spring of 1917 | went to Salt Lake and drove out anew truck for the lumber yard. 1t had
solid rubber tiresall around, and it took four daysfrom Salt Laketo Rock Springs. Wehad al dirt roads
then, and in the spring of the year when the roadswerethawing out, therewere plenty of mud holesto get
stuck in. Onenight | got within two miles of
Lymanand got stuck inamud hole, so left the
truck thereand walked into Lyman. The next
morning | had to get ateam of horsesto pull the
truck out.

In 1916 my father bought our first car.
It wasaMaxwell four—door open car. There
wereno sedansinthosedays. Wethought this
Maxwell was about thefinest car therewas. |
believeit cost $675. When dad droveit home,
hedroveitintothenew garagehehad built, and
when he got into the garage, he stepped onto
the gasinstead of thebrake and pushed thefront
end of thegarage out. | soonlearnedtodrive

During these years two other boys and myself trapped coyotes. We did our trapping four

andfeltthat Dad wasvery generousin letting meusethe
car. Whenthefamily went anywhereinthecar, | did all

thedriving. Inthosedayswe got about 2000 milesona
set of tires, and it seemed likewewereawaysfixing flat
tires.

INn1917 Dad took thefamily inthe car for three
weeks through Idaho and part of Colorado. Dad had
bought acoupleof lots—I believeit wasin Pingreeldaho-
*“ «&| -and they wereholding adrawing asto wherethelots
would belocated, and hewanted to bethere at the draw-
* | ing. Thefirst night westayedin Diamondville, whereone
.| of Mother’ssigterslived. Thenthenext night we stayed

| at Soda Springsand droveto Pingreethe next day. We
stayed there two or three days and traveled to L ogan,
Leah, Viola, Maggie | Utah, whereM other sbrother, Uncle George, lived. | believewestayedinLo-
ganthreedaysbefore continuing to Salt Lake. Dad had abrother and two sisters
in Salt Lake, so we spent several daysthere—then wewent south from Salt Lakeinto part of Colorado.
Between Craig, Colorado and Baggs, Wyoming wegot off theright road and had to spend thenight out in
thewilderness. Some spent thenight inthe car, and some of usdept ontheground. Duringthenight | got
bit by awood tick, and shortly after wearrived home, | camedown with tick fever, also known asRocky
Mountain spotted fever. | wasin bed for threeweeksand | ost twenty-seven pounds.
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known about this fever,

and there were no shots to
control it astherearetoday. Nine
peopledied during theyear, and
| wasvery fortunateto get over
it. 1 remember four doctorsheld
aconsultation in our home, and
they said therewasnothing they
could do but what our family doc-
tor wasaready doing.

About the third week of
my sickness there was a Stake
Conferencein Rock Springs, and
after conference Dad brought
Brother Easton, who was the
StakePatriarch, over toour house
and had him administer tome. |
didn’t know much about admin-
igeringtothesick at that time, but
my parentshad alot of faith, and
after theadministration, | started
toimprovevery fast and wassoon
on my feet again--although quite
weak. | rapidly gained back my
strength and my lost poundsbuilt
up again. Thiswastheonly seri-
oussickness| havehadinmy life,
and outside of acold oncein a
while, | have been free of sick-
nessal my life, andthisl amvery
grateful for.

As| look back over my early
lifeand uptothetimel graduated from high school, | havealot of
pleasant memories, and dthough dl of my friendsduring thoseyears
were not membersof the church, they wereal good kids. Wewere
not bothered with kidssmoking or drinking asit wasvery uncommon, and
asto drugs, they were unheard of .

Thosedaysafter graduating from high school in 1918, | joined the navy aong with Robert Max-
well whowasavery good friend of mine. TheFirst World War wason at thistime, and wefeltit wasthe
right thingto do. Wewent to Salt L aketo enlist, and from there we were sent to what wasthen known as
Goat Island. Itwasanislandin San Francisco Bay, and therewasanaval training station there. One
section of the Bay Bridgerested ontheidand, and | am not surethe nameit has now.

I n those days very little was

Eddie, Cecil, Irvin, Tom, Leah, Viola, Maggie -- 1918
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e were on this island for a couple of
monthsand did alot of marching and
drilling. Wedso did quitealot of sailing

onthebay. We had shoreleave on Wednesday after-
noons and Saturdays and went into San Francisco. We
attended picture shows some and spent quite abit of
timeat Golden Gate State Park. After completing Ba-
sic Training we had aweek’sfurlough, and Robert M ax-
well and | returned hometo spend thisweek.

After going back tothebase, | wastransferred

Viola and Cecil

to Mare Island and was assigned to a destroyer that
wasbeing built there. Before thisship wasfinished, about 150 of uswere
told to pack our bagsand beready toleavefor New York. Arrivingin New

York, wewere assigned to the Leviathon, which wasatroopship. My friend Robert Maxwell became
sick inNew York and was|eft behind in the hospital. The Leviathon had been a German luxury liner

beforethewar and, aong with severa other pas-
senger shipsthat werein New York when war
was declared, was converted into atroop-car-
rying ship. TheLeviathonwasthelargest ship
afloat at over ninety feet wide at the main deck.
It burned coa asdid most shipsand had thirty-
six boilersto generatethe steamto turnitsfour
huge propellers, which, if | remember, weresev-
enteenfeetin diameter. It wasavery fast ship
for itssize, and we crossed theAtlanticinless
than four days. It carried 13,500 soldiersat a
crossing, and there were over 3000 sailorson
thecrew. It sailed between New York and Brest,
France.

After saverd crossings, theArmisticewas
signed, and about 100 of usweretold to pack
our bags, that wewereleavingtheshipin Brest.
Wedidn't know at thetimewherewewere go-
ing, but we would get additional pay that
amountedtoaraisefromthirty-six dollarstofifty
dollarsper month. If sailorsweregivenaraise
of that amount today, they would al goon strike,
but to usit wasalot of money. Wegot onatrain

in Brest and traveled through France and Italy

overland. We stopped at various cities and ate our meals, asthere were no dinerson thetrains. We
stopped at Parisand several small townsin France, and in Italy we stopped at Milan, Florence, Naples

and Venice.

At severa stopsthe Red Cross passed out cigarettes. Severa of uswho didn’t smokewould take
thecigarettesand tradethem for fruit or sell the cigarettesto those who did smoke and buy fruit along the
way. We stayed in Venicefor acoupleof days, then boarded acouple of destroyersand patrolledinthe
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Mediterranean and Adriatic Seasfor about a
week. WhilepatrollingintheAdriatic, weran
into aterrific storm. For acoupleof daysthe
shiprolled and pitched terrifically,and wewon-
dered at timesif we were going to makeit.
No one could go on deck, as they would be
washed overboard immediately by the huge
waves. Therewereonly about five or six of
uswho did not get seasick during thisstorm.
Even the captain got seasick, and hetold us
afterward that it wasthefirst time he had been
sckintwenty-fiveyears.

enext landed in Spilato, Austria,
and the 100 of us who boarded
the destroyers in Venice left the

shipsand were put on an Austrian battleship
that wasanchoredinthe harbor. Thisship had
been taken over by the U.S. after the Armi-
dice, andthey wereholdingit until somesettle-
ment was made. We stayed on this ship for
the next three months. We enjoyed our stay
onthisship very much. Therewasvery littleto
do except keep theshipfairly clean. Wecould
go ashorethree daysaweek, so onthese days

E‘L'

Robert Maxwell and Cecil

| met another sailor, and we chummed around together. On our shoreleave, wefound out about theruins
of anancient city that was about four milesfrom thetown, sowe spent most of our timeexploring theruins
of thisold city. | wish now that | had acamerawhileintheNavy. | could havealot of picturesof the places

wherel have been.

Thisbattleship wascalled the Zeranni. After amonth ontheship| wasassignedthejob of posta
clerk. Threedaysaweek | would go ashoreto thetown and crossover to another side of thebay and was
met by aboat from the Olympia, whichwasan American cruiser that was stationed there. | would get any
mail or written correspondencefor our ship and then walk acrossthetown again and meet asmall boat that
took me back tothe Zeranni. | enjoyedthisjob asat gave mealot of freetime. Whileonthisshipin

Austriawe had the privilege of taking asub chaser on weekends and cruising up and downthe coast
visiting other towns. We a so spent oneweekend goingto Italy.

After spending threemonthsin Austria, weleft and went to Gibratar for oneweek. Thiswas

very interesting asthe Rock of Gibratar isvery heavily fortified. They havetunneledintothe

_Rock and placed huge cannonsinit. Itisowned by England. Spainbordersthe Rock so

we had the opportunity of visiting acoupleof townsin Spain.

After spending aweek at Gibraltar aU.S. Coal Collier ship landed there, and we

boarded it for our trip home. Beforeleaving for home, we crossed over to the northern coast

of Africa. Herewelanded at Tangier to pick up four American sailorswho had drowned there. They

put theminthefreezer with the meat supply to preservethem until they reached the states. Thecook onthe
ship refused to gointo the freezer with these bodiesin there, and someone el sehad to go inand get meat

out of thefreezer when the cook wanted it.
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stayed in Norfolk a couple of days, and from there | was sent to Denver, Colorado for

discharge. | stayedin Denver for three daysand received my discharge papersaong withmy
final pay from the navy, which | believe amounted to around $197. Thiswasthe most money that | had
ever had at onetime, so | felt quiterich. They a so allowed meenough money for my fareto Salt Lake
wherel enlisted, but instead of goingto Salt Lake, | got off thetrainin Rock Springs, Wyoming. | was
glad to be home again and the folks were glad to see me. Thetime | spent in the navy was afine
experience, and | saw alot of placesthat | never would have seen otherwise.

Now that the navy was behind me | had to think about what | was going to do
withmy lifefromhereonout. | started doing carpenter work, andif | remember correctly,
carpenterswere making $6.50 per day. After working asacarpenter for ayear or so, Dad
had acontract building thehomesin Wardell Court for the Union Pecific Cod Co. | felt that
| could make more money shingling than carpentersweremaking, so | told my Father that | ¢
would do the shingling on these houses. Shinglerswere getting $2.25 per square at thistime.

After doing shingling for a couple of months | was averaging six squares a day, so | thought
| was making good money.

We were thirty days crossing from Gibraltar to the USA. We landed in Norfolk, VA. We

»

Cecil in back (second from left), His father Tom in front (on right end) -- taken about 1919

Whilel wasinthenavy Dad bought aStephensCar. Thiswasamuch larger car than the Maxwell,
and weenjoyedit very much. Dad wanted meto goto collegebut | felt | was making more money than
some of themen | knew who had goneto college, so | didn’t seethe necessity of going to collegeat this
time. Bishop Young asked me several timesif | would liketo go onamission, but | turned him down asl
felt that | wasnot ready to go.

During 1921, | wasput inasward clerk. After beinginasward clerk for sx months, the Bishop
askedmeagainif | would liketo goonamission. | wanted to get out of theward clerk job, sol told him
I would go. | never liked bookwork so going on amission appealed to me. In December | received acall
from President Grant to goto Australia. | wasunfamiliar withAustralia, so | had to do someresearchto
find out just whereit was. | wasset apart asamissionary in Salt Lake City by GeorgeAlbert Smith, one
of the TwelveApostles. | also met three other elderswho were going to Australiawith me--EldersHall,
Tolman, and Jackson.
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rain trip that the other three elders had ever made. We stayed in San Francisco for two days
and spent most of thetime sightseeing. Thiswasthefirst timel had been back to Frisco since
joining theNavy and it wasthefirst timeever for the other threeelders.

We boarded a passenger ship, the Sonoma, for Australiaand thiswould be our homefor the next
seventeendays. Thevoyagewasvery restful, and it gaveusalot of timeto study asnone of uswerevery
conversant with thegospd. Wemade quiteafew friendsontheboat, and welet them know that wewere
Mormon missionaries. We stopped for oneday in Hawaii, and we made atrip around theisand with a
group fromtheboat. We enjoyed seeing the Hawaii Temple and meeting some of the Hawaiian people.
We attended mutual intheward in Honolulu, asour boat wasnot sailing until 11 0’ clock at night. Our next
stop was Pago Pago, Samoa. The Samoan peoplewerevery friendly to us. Wealso met severa mission-
ariesthereand found out that it was only costing them around ten dollarsper month to livethere. Aswe
werereturning to the boat, we bought abasket of orangesand astock of bananasfor twenty-five cents
each. We enjoyed thisfruit very much during theremainder of thejourney. Our next stop was Sydney,
Augtrdia Aswesailed through the Sydney Headsinto the harbor, wewere amazed at thesize of it and the
beauty of the surroundings. When the boat docked, wewere met by President Rushton and Marion G
Romney, whowasfillingamisson at thistime. After getting our luggage wetook thetrainfor themission
home, which waslocated at 43 Station &., Enmor, whichisoneof the suburbsof Sydney. Arriving at the
mission home, wemet Sister Rushton and three other elders--Pasquett, Gunnell and Fronk.

The ship always getsinto Sydney on a Tuesday, so we had time to get used to the routine of
missionary life. Wewashed all our clothesand got settled in our quarters. Therewasalargeupstairs
roomwheretheeldersstayed. It had eight snglebedsinit and places
for our clothes. Inthe middle of theroomwereacoupleof tables
where we could study and do our writing. For these quarterswe
paid seventy-five centsaweek for rent. Wetook turnsat cooking,
and each elder would cook for aweek and the cost would be shared
by the rest of the missionaries. Our food cost about four to five
dollarsaweek, whichwasvery reasonable. Some of themissionar-
iesweregetting a ong on twenty-fiveto thirty dollarsamonth, which
isalot of differenceto the $200/month that isthe average cost per
missionary today (1979).

Onour first Friday night, wegot our first taste of missionary
work by going out on astreet meeting. Thiswasanew experience
for me, and | am not surewhether | enjoyedit or not. Elder Romney
and President Rushton did thetalking. Fifty or sixty people stopped
tolisten. | wassureit would be sometimebefore | would feel com-
fortable speaking at astreet meeting. Sunday serviceswereheld at
themission home, and asit wasfast day, weal boreour testimonies
and had the opportunity of meeting the membersof the churchwho
belonged to the branch in Sydney.

Monday morning Elder Romney took me out to one of the suburbsand started metracting.. He
went to three houses and did the talking to the women who answered our knock at their doors. Elder
Romney then left and told mel could go onby mysdlf. Thefirst housel went to wassetinawaysfromthe
street, and | didn’t notice until I got up an the porch that therewasaminister’sname onthehouse, so |
walked back to the street as | didn’t want to face aminister on my first day of tracting. | thentracted for

-I-he day after being set apart, we boarded the train for San Francisco. This was the longest
t

Page 14




acoupleof hours, but fdt that | was't
doing very well. | talked to one
woman for awhile. Sheknew that |
was an American by my accent and
wanted metotell her something about
America

e used totract for half a
day and then spend the&f-
ternoon studying. This

went on for amonth and | began to
wonder if | wasdoing any good as|
didn’t find anyone who wanted to
learn anything about thechurch. | did

feel that I was maki ng_ abet_ter pre- Elder Marion G. Romney (in back)
sentation asl waslearning quiteafew Cecil (far right)
scriptures, which helped. After
spending amonthin Sydney, Presi-
dent Rushton told me hewas going to Me bourne and would likemeto gowith him. Hesaidthat they were
going to build achurchin Melbourne and wanted meto hel p them as| had done some carpentry work. |
thought that | would rather do thisthan tracting --then | would be able to see more of the fruits of my
labors. Thetripto Melbournewasinteresting, and it gave me an opportunity to see someof the country.
We saw quite afew bunches of kangaroosand emus.

Elder Hipwell who was Conference President in Melbourne met usatherailroad station and took
ustothehomewherethemissionariesstayed. We met EldersBaylessand Jonesat the home. We started
puttingin thefoundation for thechape a
coupleof daysafter wearrived. Presi-
dent Rushton went onto Adelaideand
then to the West Coast. We saw him
againthreeweekslater when hereturned
to Sydney. All theEldersin Melbourne
spent al their timeworking onthechapel
and many of themembersworked on Sat-
urdays and some evenings. Wedidn’'t
do any tracting during the construction
of thechapel, but weheld al theregular
meetings on Sundays and held street
meetingsevery Friday night. Asthed-
dersdid most of the speaking in sacra-
ment meetingsand street meetings, this
gaveusalot of experiencein speaking.

Wea sovisited withfriendsand investigatorsin theevenings.

A member of the church who lived in Perth came to Melbourne and did the brick work. He
donated histimeto the church. HisnamewasRuben Flynn. Helater cameto Americaand settled in Salt
Lakeand becameabrick contractor. LouKnea and | did most of the carpenter work with some help by
theother elders. Louwasavery fine member of the Church.
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people--no recreation hall or class rooms. It had arostrum in the front end and a small

We finished the chapel in about six and a half months. This chapel only held about 125

stageintherear. The benches could be turned around when using the stage, and curtainswere

used to make spacesfor the classrooms.

When the chapel wasfinished, President Rushton camefrom Sydney to dedicateit. Elder Rom-
ney also cameto thededication. After the chapel wasdedicated, President Rushton was continuing to
Adelaide, and hetold mehewould likemeto go with him. Arrivingin Adelaidewewere met by Elder

Christensen, who was Conference Presi-
dentinAdelaide. At thistimethere was
only onebranchineach of theprinciplecit-
iesinAugtralia. Altogether therewereless
than 1000 membersof the ChurchinAus-
trdia. Thegovernment alowed only thirty
missionariesin the country, but soon in-
creased the number to thirty-six.

Onour way toAdelaide, President
Rushton told methey weregoingtobuilda
chapd inAddadeand asked meif | would
liketo helpinbuildingit. Thischapel was
built on Wright St. Weworked the same
onthischapel asontheMebourne Chapdl.
TheddersinAdeaide spent their full time
on the chapel and the members of the

branch worked on Saturdays and some afternoons and evenings. Thiswasavery finebranch, and the

memberswerevery faithful. Elder Christensenwasavery
fine Conference President. Inlater yearshe cameback to
Australiaand served asMission President.

Weheld street meetingsevery Friday night, and once
aweek wewereinvited toamember’shousefor tea, which
isthe sameassupper tous. Therewasavery finemember
inthe branch who wasblind. He sharpened scissorsand
razorsbesidesmaking wicker furniturefor aliving. Hewas
very faithful and never missed ameeting even though hehad
toridestreet carsto get there. Henever needed helpin
getting around. | asked him one day how he knew what
street car to get on and when to get off. Hetold methat the
street car herodehad acertainclick toit. Heawayscame
early to mutual and Sunday School. Often hewould eat
Sunday dinner withtheelders. After eatinghewould say to
me, “ Elder James, let’ stakeawalk downto thenew chapel
and seehow itisprogressing.” Hehadalot of faithandfelt
that someday hewould receivehissight. Helater married
awomaninAdeadewhowasquitewd | off financialy.
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very friendly to the missionaries. They would have two of the eldersto tea every week.

Thefather used to attend all of our street meetings, and if we had any opposition, hewould
alwaystakeour part and stand
upfor us. However, hedidn’t
want usto talk about the gos-
pel or the churchin hishome.
Heowned ajewdry store, and
oneday when Elder Francis
and| stoppedinto passthetime
of day inhisstore, the head of
the Reorganized Church of
JesusChriginAdeadesaw us
Hecameinand asked our Jew-
ishfriend if he knew who we
were. Hetold himthat wewere |\
missionaries of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Thenthe Reorganitetold the Jewish man that weweretheretotry to get hisdaughtersin order to
take them back to Utah where he would never seethem again. The Jewish man told him that nothing
would please him morethan to have the M ormon missionariestake hisdaughtersto Salt Lake City. He
had three very beautiful daughters, so wefelt very flattered. Hetold the Reorganiteto get out of hisstore
and not tocomein again.

Adelaideisavery beautiful city andisbuilt like Salt L ake City with wide streets and beautiful
parks. Wefinished thechapel in sx months. It wasabout the same size astheonein Mebourne, but it had
guartersintherear for the elders. When it wasfinished, President Rushton came from Sydney and
dedicated it. After thechapel wasdedicated, President Rushton continued histriptoWest Australia. He
told meto beready to returnto Sydney with himwhen hereturned. Thissurprised measl| thought | would
beableto stay in Adelaide and do some missionary work.

When President Rushton returned from the West, weleft for Sydney. On our way, we stopped
over inMelbourneto hold conference. | wasglad to havetheopportunity of meeting againwiththepeople
inMelbourne. Whileworking onachapel, you probably get closer to the peoplethan when you are out
doing missionary work. But when areyou doing carpenter work, you are not making new contacts, not
teaching themthegospd, and missthethrill of baptizing new peopleinto thechurch. After theconference
inMelbourne, we continueto Sydney and weremet at the station by Elder Romney and Sister Rushton.

| feltthat by coming back to Sydney | would havetheopportunity of working under theleadership
of Elder Romney and President Rushton. Instead | was assigned to take Elder Romney’splaceinthe
mission office. For the next month | worked with Elder Romney and learned all about being mission
secretary, Conference President and President of the Sydney Branch. Thiswasafull timejob that gaveme
agood opportunity for development. Whenthenext boat left for America, Elder Romney and Elder Smith
left onit, and | assumed thejob of mission secretary, which | would havefor the next sixteen months. The
bookwork did not bother me, but giving direction to themissionarieswascha lenging. Thiswasahumbling
jobas| asodirected the progress of the Sydney Branch.

We knew avery fine Jewish family inAdelaide. They didn’t belong to the church but were
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the subject of “baptism.” A heckler from the crowd broke in and asked him, “What about

polygamy?’ and Elder Romney told him, “ Oh, we baptized her too,” and went on with histalk.
After Elder Romney had | eft, the branch was hol ding an outing at one of theresorts, whichwas
acrossthebay. Therewereseverd peoplefrom
Bankstown coming, so | volunteered to meet
them at the docks at the Sydney Harbor. Two
new eldersasked if they could stay with me,
whichwasagreeable. Wewaited until twotrains
had come from Bankstown, but no members
got off thesetrains. Wewaited another half hour,
and still no members; so wedecided to leave
for theouting. Thenitcameto methat | didn’t
know just wherethe outing wasbeing held, and
| wasredlly puzzled and felt very foolish. We
took severd ferriesto severa placesand never
didfindtheright place. At mutud thenext Tues-
day they sang the song, “ Yesmple SoulsWho
Stray,” whichmade mefeed foolishall over again. Thismademeredizethat if | wasgoingtobealeader,
| had toknow wherel wasgoing, andif | didn’t know wherel wasgoing, then | shouldn’t take anyone
esewithme.

About thistime we started
to build achapel in Enmore, asub-
urb of Sydney. It wasonly ablock
fromthemissonhome. Webuilt this
chapd onthe samebassasthe other
two chapels. Theeldersin Sydney
worked al the time, and the mem-
bersworked whenever they could.
Themissonhomeanddders quarters
were built at the rear of the chapel
and were part of thebuilding. | was
not ableto spend dl of my timework-
ingonthechapd sincel wasstill mis-
sion secretary, but | did spend alot
of it working on the chapel. The
chapel was completed in about six
months. Wecarried on al other ac-
tivities in the branch and held our
street meetingsevery Friday night.
We had mostly new missionariesin

tunity to do alot of speakinginthe resident Tushton and e

variousmestings.

At astreet meeting we were holding in Sydney one Friday night, Elder Romney wastalking on

THIS STONE LAID
-
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hardly talk. We had three new elders who were very good singers and attracted alarge crowd.

Oneédder madetheintroduction and spokefor afew minutes, and | knew that | had to talk but was
so hoarsethat barely awhisper cameout. | stepped out before the crowd with aprayer in my heart that
| would be ableto speak to thiscrowd of people. Asl began to speak, | was surprised to hear my voice-
-itwasclear, and | wasableto speak for forty-five minutes. | spoke of the restoration of the gospel and
of theway of salvation. | wasalso surprised that therewas no interruption fromthecrowd. Thiswasa
testimony to methat we canreceivehelpfromtheLordif wedesireit andlivefor it.

After the chapd wasfinished and dedicated, we started to settledown to real missionary work. It
was quiteachalengeto meto meet the new eldersasthey cameto Austraia--to givethemtheir instruc-
tionsand start them out tracting, aswell asgivethem their assignments. | al'so got alot of experiencein
conducting the meetingsof the branch.

We established a branch in Bankstown, which was ten milesfrom Sydney. When President
Rushton wasin Sydney, heand | would taketurnsin visiting the Bankstown Branch, so during therest of
my mission | talked every Sunday in either Bankstown or Sydney and also on Friday nightsonthe strest.
We a so had threefamiliesin New Castle, which was 100 milesdistant. | would go there about oncea
month and hold some meetingswith them. The Bailey family lived there but later moved to Sydney.
Brother Bailey wasastreetcar conductor. Werode on hisstreetcar quite oftenfor free.

Weheldamissionary classat six 0’ clock every morning. Each missionary was supposed to know
anew scriptureeach morning. If thescripturewaslong, it could take severa daysto memorizeit. Some
morningswewould hold atestimony meeting, and once aweek wewould hold areport meeting. Wehad
breakfast at seven o’ clock, and the elderswould go out tracting at eight o’ clock. Beforewe ate each
meal, wewould read achapter from one of the Standard Works. Wedid the hometeachinginthe branch.
Onenight aweek wewould assigntwo e dersto visit afamily, haveteawith them and spend the evening
withthem.

I had one very fine experience at a street meeting. | had a bad cold, was very hoarse and could
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ery mutua night, Barbara Bain, who worked for a well-to-do family
Erought a pie or cake and left it in my office. Most of the time | shared
hem with the other elders. On holidays the branch aways held apicnic, and we
enjoyed thesevery much. Theeldersnever tracted on holidays. Theelder who wason duty to

Cecil and Elder Marion G. Romney I

dothecookingfor
the week, did all
the buying of the
goods that week.
Themilk, bread, meat and
veggies were delivered
each day by people who
droveone-horsetwo-whed
carts. Each peddler had a
different yodel, and you
could hear himyodeling a
block away. When he got
close, you went out and
bought what you wanted.
Thebread manwouldleave
your unwrapped bread on
your doorstep (in 1962 it

wasdtill being left unwrapped). Thebrown breadinAustrdiawasvery good. Themilkmanhad acart with
atank onit with aspicket ontheback. You took your billy-can out, and hefilled it from thetankson the
cart. Weused quiteabit of milk, so oneday I told the milkman we had to have our milk deliveredin

bottles. Hesaid that it would cost alot
morethat way. | thentold himthat we
would get another milkman. Hetalked
to the boss who agreed to put it in
bottlesfor thesameprice.

| had many fineexperiencesin
Sydney andenjoyed missionary lifevery
much. Oneday | wasinthecity cash-
ing some checksfor theelderswhen|
decided to walk homeinstead of tak-
ingthetrain. Itwasabout fivemilesto
the mission home, and | don’t know
why | decided towalk, as| had never
walked before. The walk took me
through several suburbs. Whilewalk-
ing along one street, | stopped infront
of ahouse, and before | knew whét |
wasdoing, | was standing in front of
the door of ahouse. | stood therefor
awhileandfinaly knocked onthedoor.

A girl about twenty yearsof age cameto thedoor and said, “ You are Elder James!” and | told her | was.

Page 20




she knew that | would come to their home to-
day. Shesaid, “ You believethe sick can be healed
through prayer and administration.” | told her that wedid and
explained how the Savior and hisservantshealed thesick and
how thiswas practiced by the church today. Shetold meshe
had avery sick mother inthe bedroom. The doctor, shesaid,
was coming shortly to take her to the hospital where serious
surgery wasto be performed. Shesaid that thedoctor had told
her that her mother only had about afifty percent chance of
recovery. Shethenasked meif | would administer to her and
giveher ablessing. | asked her if shehad faithinmeasan elder
inthe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saintsthat the ad-
ministration would help her mother, and shesaid shehad. | then
asked her if shehad someoliveoil. Shedid. | consecrated the
oil and proceeded to anoint her mother and give her ablessing.
| told her that shewould get well and recover.
| then left and proceeded home. | thought about thisa
great deal and prayed about it asking our Father in Heavento
acknowledge the blessing that | had given. | believed very

Seinvited mein, talked to me for sometime, and said

strongly that | had beenledtothishomeby Hisspirit eventhough
these people were not membersof the church. The next mutua night thegirl cameto the mission home
early. | invited her inand asked her about her mother. Shewasvery happy and said that ashort time after
| left, her mother sat up in bed and that when the doctor arrived, she was sitting on the edge of the bed.
Thissurprised the doctor so hegave

her another examination. Hetoldthe
daughter that something had hap-
pened--amiraclehesaid. Thenshe
told him that aMormon missionary
had come by who had given her
mother ablessng and had told her that
shewould recover. Thedoctor told
her that he couldn’t believein things
likethat.

The girl came to mutual for a
while but
neither she
nor her
mother

joined the
church--at least while | wasin Australia. Signs do not convert people even though a
miraclehashappened to them. Thisgave meavery strong testimony of thegospel, that
our Father in Heaven hearsand answersour prayers--that al can behededif they have
faith even though they are not membersof the church.
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e remaining part of my mission was somewhat routine. My association with the members
was very close. | had learned to love them very much, and | felt that | had gained their love

Cecil and some of the women in Australia
(Lucy Rosen on the right)

the next boat home. Thiswasgood newstome. | beganto
wonder if | had doneall that | couldwhilel wason my mis-
sion. Thebranch held afarewell party for meand gave me
severd gifts Themembersfrom Bankstown Branchadso came
intothefarewell party.

Elder Tolman camefrom Perth to Sydney at thistime,
and hewent homewithme. Heand | spent four daysat the
Jenolin Caves, which wereconsidered thelargest cavesinthe
world. Weenjoyed going through the caves. When we got
back to Sydney Elder Gunnell wasthereashewasalso going
homewith us. Thiswas on Saturday. Sunday we gave our
farewel| talksat sacrament meeting, and Tuesday wewent to
theHarbor to board The Niagara, which wasan English ship.
Many of the members were at the boat to see us off, and |
wondered if | would ever see some of these people again.

and respect. | enjoyed workingwiththe
new elderswho cametoAustraliaand the
short association | had with theelderswho
stopped in Sydney on their way home.
Most of them stayed in Sydney for two
weeks before leaving for home. When |
wasready toleaveAustralia, | looked back
and knew that | had taken every elder in
Audrdiaonhisfirst day of tracting. | stayed
inAugtradliaamost two and one-half years.
Oneday whilel wasinthemission
president’soffice. | toldhimthat | had been
away from homefor twenty-nine months.
Hethen asked me how come had stayed
that long and told meto get ready to take

Cecil with President and Sister Rushton

Wewent by way of New Zealand and stopped aday in Auckland. We spent an enjoyable day
sghtseeing. Our next stopwasin Suva, Fiji Idands. From herewewent to Hawaii. Weloved thefriendly
Hawaiian peopl e very much and wished that we had moretimeto spend there. Each Sunday wewereon
the boat, the captain asked usif wewould hold Sunday services. Wewere glad to do this, and we had
very good crowdsat our meetings. We made many friends on the boat, and as some of them would be
traveling through Salt L ake, we encouraged them to visit Temple Square and learn more about the church.
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stayed for two days. They were having Stake Conference so we attended the meetings.

BrighamH. Young wasthe Mission President inthewestern part
of Canadaat thistime, and he spokeat all of themeetings. Hewasa
son of President Brigham Young and wasavery good speaker. We
stopped aday in Seattleand aday in Portland. Thisisthefirst
timeany of ushad beenintheseplaces.

Arrivingin Salt Lake City, | looked out of thetrain
window and saw my father waiting for me. | had wired the
folkswhen wearrived in Vancouver, and Dad had been at
the station meeting every train for two days. Thiswasa
joyous meeting. We spent therest of the afternoon visiting
Dad'sbrother, Uncle Joe, and histwo sisters, Aunt Lizzie
andAuntAlice, andtheir families. Intheeveningwetook
thetrainfor Rock Springsand arrived therethe next morn-
ing. Itwasgoodto seeal my family again after being away
for two and ahalf years. Now my mission seemed almost
likeadream, but it wasvery real. | know that amissionis
oneof thefinest thingsthat can comeinto thelifeof any young
man.

Q fter twenty-one days of traveling on the water, we landed in Vancouver, Canada, where we

Thenext few daysl| spent vistingwith someof thepeople
around Rock Springs. | figured out that my mission had cost an
average of forty-two dollars per month, including the $238 fare on
theboat goingtoAustralia. My father paid most of thisexpensefor
which | amvery grateful. [ Cecil at age twenty-three |

Onthe Sunday | gavemy first talk in Sacrament Meeting. In
those days Sacrament meetings|lasted two hours and the speaker was expected to takeup al of thetime.
That wasnot too hard to do--thereal problemswasto say something worthwhile. Our mission president
usedtotell usthat no onewasever saved after twenty minutesof talking.
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Lucie

which was very well attended. During the social a new member of

theward by thename of L ucie Howard gavethe*welcomehome’ talk,
which | thought wasvery good. Asl listened, | thought to mysdlf that that wasthe
girl I would marry.

Atthistimel started doing carpen-
ter work because | had to start making a
living. Having somemoney seemed quite
important. | wasinvitedtospeskinmostof e/ y ‘
thewardsof thestake. For thefirstsixmonths ~ ®. L o°
after | washome, | spokeamost every Sun- °°
day except Fast Days.

President Grant stopped off in Rock
Springs between trainsone Sunday, and | had
theprivilegeof picking himup at therailroad
dation and driving himto the churchwherehe
talkedin Sunday school. Thiswastheclosest
that | had beento aprophet of theLord. He
wasvery friendly riding in the car and made
, mefed quiteat home. Another timeOrsonF
Whitney wasthe conference speaker in Lyman. Hewas
oneof theapostles. After conferencel hadtheprivilegeof
sitting next to Elder Whitney onthetraingoingto Salt Lake
City. Hewasvery interesting and told me about someof his
experiencesinthechurch. Brother David O. McKay, when
hewasan gpodtle, cameseverd times
to Rock Springsfor Conference. He
enjoyed meeting with the Scottish
people and always stayed at my
folks homewhen hecame. Webe-
came very close to him while he 1-'
served asan apostle.

During thenext year | went out quiteabit with Lucie,
going to dances and to various church assi gnments on Sun-
days. Wevisited thebranchin Superior, Wyoming, several
timeswherewe had the privilege of speaking in church.

On Oct. 7,1925, wewere married inthe Salt Lake w,
Temple. Elder Joseph Fidding Smith performed theceremony.
Wewent back to Chicago on our honeymoon. We also went
up to Detroit, Michigan, and picked up aBuick car for my
father and droveit back to Rock Springs. | picked up aused
Stephens Car, which we had for awhile—it waslined with
red leather.

On thefirst Friday night the ward held awelcome home social for me,

L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
*5

T
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Cecil and Lucie James
Married
7 October 1925

reemonthsafter weweremarried, |
started to build ahouse on Young Ave.
Whilel washuilding thehouse, welivedina

houseonWalnut St. | received alot of help from

theother carpenters. They dwayshelped each other
ontheir homes. Richard wasborninthe houseon

Cecil and Lucie
with

Winnie, Drucilla (Grandma Howard),
Jessie, Roy and Howard (baby)

Buckmiller

7 Oct 1925

Walnut Street on July 8, 1926.
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Lucie, Richard and Viola

Young had been bishop for about
twenty yearsprevioudy), and | was
put in as stake superintendent of the
Sunday Schoal. | enjoyedthiscall-
ing. A few yearslater Bishop Will-
iamsmoved to Evanston, and | was
called to be Sunday School Super-
intendent. | worked asacarpenter
during these years and also helped
my father in looking after jobsand
other carpenters. Lyman Fearn be-
camebishop after Bishop Williams.

813 Young Avenue

to build anew chapel. The old chapel wastorn down

and the new one built on the same grounds. Ike
Christofferson, Fred Landeen, Wm. Smethurst and | spent alot
of timeinthe evenings and Saturdays donating our timeworking

Q fter we had moved into our new home, theward started

] onthechaped. Ikeand| didtheshingling. During the construction

theward held their meetingsin the Elksbuilding, which they rented
totheward. When the new chapel wasfinished, weenjoyedthe
privilegeof meetinginanew building.

We bel onged to the Woodruff Stakewith headquartersat
thistime. | wasmutua president and also president of theelder’s
quorum. After my marriagel wasfirst counsgor to Leland Draney
inthe stake superintendency of the Sunday School. Wetraveled
twiceamonthtovisit thewards of the stake. | believeit wasin
1926 when the Lyman Stakewas organized. Leland Draney was
put in theward bishopric with Bishop Williams (Bishop John B.

New Church in Rock Springs, Wyo.

We moved into our new home
(813 Young Avenue) when Richard was
about six weeksold, and lived here about
twenty-oneyears. Asthefamily grew, the

houseasogrew. LoiswasbornAugust 1,
1928. Tommy was born May 11, 1930.
Joycewasborn June 25, 1932. Cheril was
bornApril 21, 1937, and Cecilewasborn
Jduly 21, 1941. Lois, Tom, and Cheril were
borninthe home on Young Avenue.




Richard, Lois, Tom
Joyce, Cheril, Cecile

Family of
Cecil Syme
and
Lucie Howard
James
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Calluswho was attending Stake Conference called on meto speak. Thenat 1:45 hecalled me

at homeand said, “ Brother James, we are putting you in as Bishop thisafternoon. Who will you
chooseascounselors?” Thiscameasquiteasurpriseto meas| never expected to
be Bishop of theward.

Thiswas very sudden, and by the time we got down to the church |
thought of Owen West asacounselor and did not think of another one at the
time. Wewerevoted oninthe afternoon and set apart by Elder Callas after the
meeting. | saidto mysdf, “ Thishasto bethebest positioninthechurchand | will

try to do my best in being agood bishop.” | later chose Martin Botero as my
second counsdlor.

I stayed in as superintendent of the Sunday School until January 27, 1935. Elder Charles A.

Margaret, Viola, Cecil and Lucie

Viola, Lucie, and Leah

oingback awaysto 1926, | received another

Gcmemorabl e telephonecall. Thistimefrom George Pryde, Superintendent of the U.P. Coal
0. asking meif | could have dinner with him. We met at the Old Grand Caféwith Dr. Oliver
Chambersand Dr. Brian. They had invited meto ask meif | would serve with them on the Boy Scout
Committee. | toldthemthat | didn’t know anything about scouting, but they said that the Mormon Church
had avery good scouting program, which they would like to have hrought into the Rock Springsarea.
That wasfifty-threeyearsago, and | amtill init. | have had somevery fine experiencesin scouting and
have met and associated with some very fine men who were connected to the program. At thistimewe

wereunder the Long’ s Peak Council from Colorado.
Alongwithmy brother Edwin, | wasinstrumenta in becoming associated with the Cache Valley
Council inLogan, Utah. We made anumber of tripsto Salt Lake and met with Oscar Kirkham who was
the executivefor the church onthe National Council. We a so met with the heads of the Cache Valley

Council several timesand finally got permission to become part of that council. We had avery good
association with thecouncil.
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Springs. Thistook several more trips to Salt Lake with meetings with Brother Kirkham,

After severa years we decided that we would like to have a council of our own in Rock

whofinally got permission from the national council. The name of the new council wastheJim
Bridger Council, and it included Manilla, Utah, McKinnon, Lyman, Green River, Kemmerer, Evanston,
Pinedale, Big Piney and Rock Springs, Wyoming. George Prydewasput in ascouncil president

with Guy Reid asour first council executive. | wasput inascamping and activitieschairman.
| held thispositionfor severa years. | spent many weekendsat the camp on New Fork Lake
whilein both the Cache Valley Council and the Jim Bridger Council.

Whileinthe CacheValley Council | went on acouple of ten-day pack trips. We
had seventy-two boys and leaders on one of these hikes. ThesehikeswereintheWind
River Mountains, and wewent in asfar aslsland Lake, whichisaround 11,000 feet

altitude. Wea so climbed three-fourths of theway up Fremont Peak. Richardwaswith

meonthishike. | caught thelargest fish, whichwasa six and three-quarter
pound CaliforniaGoldenin CooksL akes.

INn 19531 wasingtalled as President of the Jim Bridger Council, and | held this
positionfor six and one-haf years. Ascouncil president | traveled around the Council a
great deal. | also attended meetings held with other councils. | also attended four
National Jamborees--two werein Valey Forge, Pennsylvania onewasat IrvineRanch
in California, and onewasin Colorado Springs, Colorado. Thesejamboreeswere

wm SROUARD

Cecil--front row, second from left

Byt 12

Arir  Cakl Naw Uigh

quitean ex-
perience. At
onetherewere
55,000 boysfromall over the
U.S. and some from foreign
countries.

| had charge of equip-
ment in two of thejamborees
and thecommissary intwo oth-
ers. Thesejobswereinwhat
they called a section--1350
boysto asection. At thefirst
jamboreein Valley Forge we
met Presdent Trumanand Gen-
erd Eisenhower. At another we
met Richard Nixon, who dept
out one night with the scout
troop from hishometown. We

had about 3,500 L.D.S. boysat each of thesejamborees. On Sundayswe held sacrament meetings. One
of the Genera Authorities attended each of thejamborees. President McKay attended theoneat Irvine

Ranch.

While Council President | automatically becameamember of the National Council andwasaso
elected to serve on the executive board of Region 12. | attended meetingsevery threemonthsintheregion
and theannual council meeting. Theregional meetingswereheld indifferent citiesintheregion. The
following are someof thecitiesthat | attended meetingsin: San Francisco, LosAngeles, Fresno, Santa
Barbara, Reno, LasVegas, L ake Tahoe, Sacramento, San Diego, and Salt Lake City.
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visiting in many cities around the United States, including Los Angeles, San Francisco,

Reno, Omaha, Detroit, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Philadel phia, New York, Boston, Washington D.C.
Ddlas, and Phoenix. | attended in some of these citiesmorethan once.

At these meetingsthey always provided entertainment for thewivesof the scouters. Luciewent
withmetomany of themeetings.
It wasawonderful opportunity
to see alot of the country and
also to meet many fine people
who were spending agreat deal
of their timein the scouting pro-
gram.

IN1950 | received the
Silver Beaver Award from the
Jm Bridger Council andin 1969
| received the Silver Antelope
award from Region 12. | felt
highly honoredinreceivingthese
awards and wondered many
Cocil. Lucie, Cecile, timesif | deservedthemandif |

Cheril had given enough of my timeto

Because | attended the annual meetings of the National Council, | had the opportunity of

in Los Angeles

the program. | am sure that |
received morethan| gave. Ri-

(abt.1958)

chardisnow Council President of the Jim Bridger

Council andawhileback | attended ascout meeting
in Springville and Tom was one of the speakersand
hetold thisincident: When hewasbetweentwelve
and thirteen yearsold hewent into the clothes closet
and took down one of my suitsand putiton. Hesaid
thearmsweresix incheslongthelegswerelong and
thewa st wasalong way fromfitting and the coat was
very big. Hethen said that he hoped thetimewould
comewhen he couldfit into that suit and bethe man
likethe onewho worethesuit. Thisstory mademe
fed proud andaso | am proud that Richard hasfilled
positionsthat | havefilled. | am surethat beingin
scouting hashel p mein having agood relationshipwith
my sons and also with my daughters. Like church
jobs, positionsin the scouting program are non-pay-
ing, and | am surethat onelearnsto givemore of ones
sdlf than they would do otherwise. The money we put
out inthesepositionsissmal compared withthesatis-
factionyou get from serving. | havehadtheprivilege
of being in meetingswhen thefollowing membersof
the church have received the Silver Buffalo:
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1969
SILVER ANTELOPE AWARDS

REGION TWELVE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

President George
Albert Smith, Presi-
dent McKay, Ezra
Taft Benson, Delbert
Stapley, President
Tanner, Sister
Parmeley, President
HaroldB. Lee. | ill en-
joy going to meetingsand
associating withthemenwho
areengaged inthisprogram. Sister

Thirty-seven years in Scouting is the long service record of this
Scouter. In 1932 he became a Troop Committee Member of Troop 99

Parmeley wasthefirst womaninthe in Rock Springs, Wyoming and until his retirement in 1968 served
worldtorecavetheSiver Buffado. As Scouting in Rack Springs as Troop Committeeman; Institutional
aMormon. | felt very proud of the Representative; Scoutmaster; District Chairman, Camping and Ac-

livities Committee;lfounding member of the Council’s Executive
Board and served from 1946-68; Council President 1954-59. He was
the first recipient of the Jim Bridger Council’s Silver Beaver in
1950; member of the Regional Executive Committee since 1960; has

finework she has done as President
of the Church Primary.

served on Regional Camp Visitation Teams; Section staff at National
Jamborees.

He was Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
1935-44; Stake Sunday School Superintendent 1927-31; Stake High
Council 1944-47; served in Australia in the construction of church
buildings. For many years was director of the Rock Springs Chamber
of Commerce and active in the work of the American Red Cross and
the March of Dimes. Until 1968 when he retired he was active in the
ownership of Superior Lumber Company, Rock Springs.

Indeed a long record of service to his Church and Scouting that
uniquely qualifies him for the Silver Antelope Award.
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ecil James Receives
ighest Scout Award

- e ;
CECIL JAMES, Prove, cenler, was presented the Silver Antelope Award at the annual
lt of Region 12 of the Boy Scouts of America in Salt Lake City over the weekend.
ongratolating him are Dr. DaCosia Clark, presidest of the Utah National Parks Bov Seeet
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church. The baptism was held in apool of water at number five mine. The water came

fromthe old mine, and it waswarm and had some sulpher init. Robert Fletcher baptized me,
and | was confirmed by James Crookston. At twelvel wasordained adeaconinthechurch, and | thought
it was pretty niceto passthesacrament. Inthosedaysacommon glassof water was passed and everyone
took asip. | dsohadto helpwiththefurnaceinwinter. Every Saturday we hel ped clean the chapel and
put wood and coal inthetwo large stoves. One stovewasin thefront end of the chapel and oneinthe
back. On Sunday morningwehadto go onehaf hour early to light them so that the chapel would bewarm
when the meetings started. We al so had to seethat the coal bucketswerekept full of coal. | also hadto
get afiregoing on Tuesdaysasmy mother was Relief Society President for fourteenyears. When| was
fifteen | wasordained ateacher, but thisdid not relieve mefrom — ,
hel ping to clean the chapel or start the fires (my father wasa
counsellor to the bishop).

Our chapel was a one room building with moveable
benches. When socialswereheld, the bencheswereall pushed
against theoutsdewadlls. We ate and danced inthe center. Even
when | wasordained apriest, | still had to build firesat times.
Therewerevery few boysmy ageinthe Churchin Rock Springs
at thistime, and we didn’t have some of the opportunitiesthat
boyshavetoday. Therewereno seminary classes, no boy scout
troops, and we had very few church activitiesin mutual. Some-
timessevera years passed between missionariesgoing out from
our ward.

Going back a few years, when | was eight years old, | was baptized into the

Rock Springs, Wyoming
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position in the church. At thistime we had about 1000 membersinthe area. About sixty
percent of the membersmarry out of the church, which accountsfor alot of inactivity. They
alwayscame, however, to havetheir children blessed and to havetheir namesrecorded. Wehad aRelief
Society in Reliance, aSunday School inWinton and we had membersin Stansbury, in Farson, in Eden
Valley, andin Superior, Wyoming. We held meetings about onceamonthintheseplaces. Wealsohada
few membersin Bolder and Pinedale.
Asour family started to grow we spent some of our timeat Fremont L ake during thesummers. |
contacted the mission president in Denver, and he sent acoupl e of missionariesto Pinedale, and abranch
wasestablished there.

Duri ng my years as Bishop | enjoyed many fine experiences. | feel that a bishop hasthe best

Whilel wasBishop | performed quiteafew mar-
riagesand held alot of funeras. Many of thesewere non—
membersof thechurch. | held onefunera for ablack fam-
ily. Twoof the
other churches
had turned thefamily
down and refused to
hold thefunerd for them. Thefamily appreciated our holding
thefunera for them. After the servicewasover Mr. Freeman
asked mehow much heowed mefor holding thefunera. When
| told himwedidn’t chargefor our services, hethanked me
and told methat it was avery fine sermon for free. | aso
married ablack couple. The manwas seventy-two yearsold
and thewoman was sixty-eight.

Oneday | met ayoung fellow on oneof the streets of
Rock Springs and he asked meif | remembered him, and
when| toldhim| didn’t, hethensaid that | had married him
and hiswife, and hesaid, “1 want you to know that it took.”
Another couple called meat two o’ clock inthe morning to
marry them. All of thesemarriageswere non—membersof the
church.

Tom, Lois, Richard
Joyce, Cecil, Cheril --1940
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Gwen Reese’s Wedding

(Thomas James, Viola on left, Richard next to Gwen, Joyce on the end)

Eddie and Margaret James Family
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told them to meet me at my home. When | got home they were already there and they

Q n elderly couple called me at work one afternoon and wanted to be married right away. |

wouldn’'t wait until 1 got cleaned up, so | married them in my work clothes. After they were
married they stayed around for an hour or more. | finally asked themwhy they werein such abig hurry to
bemarried. They told methat they both had grown children, and they were afraid some of their children

wouldtry and stop them.

| held onefunerd jointly with aBaptist minister, anew experiencefor me. | talkedfirst, and | guess
that | took up too much time because when he got up hejust read two short poems. Hetold melater that
if our church wasto be successful wewould haveto have apaid ministry. | told him that thereasonwe
were successful was becausewedid not haveapaid ministry.
| held another funeral for the head engineer of the U.P. Coa Co. Thefamily wanted Father Welsh
of the Catholic Church to beaspeaker. Thefuneral washeld at thehomeof thefamily, but Father Welsh

pidlS” WEEK'S SEWBHETTE

refused to talk along with aBishop of the
Mormon Church. Hesat onthefront porch
anddidn’'t comeintothehouse. Thefamily
was very disappointed when herefused to
speak at thefuneral.

When conferences were held in
Rock Springsand when General Authori-
tiesattended, they generally stayed at our
home. Oneof thefirst oneswas Thomas
E. McKay. Hecaled mefromtherailroad
dationat eleven o’ clock at night and wanted
meto pick himup. Heasked mehow many
children we had, and when | told himwe
had five, hesaid hewould stay withus. He
added that if weonly had two, wewouldn’t
haveroomfor him.

Wehad avery fineexperienceat a
conferencethat washeldin Manila, Utah.
Elder MevinJ. Bdlard camefrom St Lake.
He stayed at our home on Saturday night
and rodewith usto Manilathe next morn-
ing. TheManilachapel wasto bededicated.
Inthe afternoon session Elder Ballard sang
asolo, “1 Know that My Redeemer Lives.”
Whilehewassinging aheavenly choir was
heard singing along with him. Thiswasa
wonderful experiencefor al who heard it.
Not everyonein the congregation heardit.
Oneof my counsd orstold usafter the meet-
ing that thiswasas closeto heaven asmany
of uswould ever get. Wetaked with Elder
Ballard on theway homeand he confirmed
with usthat therewasaheavenly choir sing-
ingwithhim.

n-}_’ EISHOY CEOIL JAMES

Itoedk mprings Ward Church of Latter Day Saints
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IS MAN’S WISDOM SUFFICIENT?

In all ages of the world men have made attempta to
find out God by their own.learning and wisdom, and as
often as they have tried they have failed, HLa'n:nI} things
can only be comprehended by the spirit of the Lmnz God.

CRERE » L] . |

“For what man knoweth thes
things of man, save the spirit of

man which is in him? Even 80 the | «

things of God knoweth no man,
but “the spirit of God." Now we
have received, not the apirit of

ke world, but the spirit which iz

of God; that we might know the
thinga that are freely given to us
af God. (1 Cor. 2:11-12).

It does not matter how great the

lenrning or the wisdom of man, o

unlesg he ia also in posasession of
the Spirit of God he cannot find
out or eomprebend God or  the
things of God. -

The wiseat men in the days of
Christ could not understand even
the simiplest principles advocated
by the Saviour. They did not pos-
sess bis Bpirit and consequently
cauld - not comprehend the things
which tame from Him. The age
in which we live i1s the greatsst
pericd of light that the waorld has
ever seen, yel with all the modern
discoveries In  electricity, steam,

ete. how few there are wha ever ;" o
= Gor.'l and the things per-|§

Thibi, “Iim. The Saviour said
o Peler, after acknowledging that
he knew Jesus to be the Christ,
vFlegh and blood hath not re-
vealed this unto wou but mg Fa-
ther which i3 in Heaven Peter

had obeyed the Gospel and  re-| -

ceived in consequence the gift of
the Maly Ghost, who revealed unto
him that Jesus was the Christ.

© Most of the world today is in

darkmesa aa far as the things of:

God are concerned for men have
depended on  worldly education,
pclence, ete., to find him out and
they are sadly in need of the Holy

Spirlt to guide them. Many peonla -

have tried to prove, by science, the

Immartality of the asoul, and life

after death. The Spirit of God,

Bishop Cecil James - i

“alone will bring this information
and thiz ean only be obtained in

the tight way, *If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, who
fiveth to all- men liberaly, and
upbraldeth mnot and it shall be
given him, but let him sk in folt! ,
nothing wavering for he thet ~a-
wereth is like a wave of the sea.
driven by the wind and tossed.”
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They had lived in Rock Springsfor several yearsand then moved back to Star Valley. When
thiswifedied, hecalled and wanted to know if | wouldtalk at thefuneral. | took Quale Dixon
and FloraWest withme. Florasang, and it wasavery beautiful funeral. MelbaGardner wasabeautiful
woman, and they had her inthe casket with the baby (who had also died) lying on her arm. They usedto
leavethe casket open until after the services. | found it difficult totalk withthisscenebeforeme. Atthe
cemetery Quayle dedicated the grave, and while hewas offering the prayer, we again heard aheavenly
choir singing. Themusicwasbeautiful and sounded likeit wasfloating down from themountains. Only
about fifty percent of the people heardit.

Our homewasonly ahalf block from the hospital, and quite often | wascalled over to the hospital
to administer to people. | had to get out of bed many times as people seem to be at their lowest ebb
between two and three 0’ clock at night. All thetimel wasBishop | never tried to get out of any of my
responsibilities, and | don’t remember missing any meeting that | was supposed to attend. | felt that we
wereblessed and at timesfelt that | wasinspired in performing some of theresponsibilities.

When | had been Bishopfor fiveyears, Elder Cdllasattended another conferencein Rock Springs.
| wastaking to him between meetingsand in the conversation | told him I had been Bishop for fiveyears
andthat | thought that wastheterm for aBishop. Helooked meintheeyesand pointed hisfinger at me
andsad, “TheLordcalled youandtheLordwill releaseyou.” | didn’t pursuethe subject any longer.

At onetimewewereholding asocial and dance
at the church one Friday night and a bad accident oc-
curred. Brother Robert Scott wascoming uptotheChurch
after he closed his bakery, and as he was crossing the
street to the church, hewashit by acar and washurt very
bad. Werushed him up to the hospital, but he died the
next evening.

| had four different counsalorswhilel washbishop
--Owen West, Quale Dixon, Alma Gygi and Martin
Botero. They wereall very good and gave me agreat
ded of help. Eugene Sdllerswasmy first ward clerk, then
Sam Ward and the last ones were Richard James and
Robert Landeen. After nineand ahalf years, | wasre-
leased as Bishop and Lyman Fearnwas put in. | wasput
ontheHigh Council of the Stake. After threeyearsthe
Stakewasreorganized, and John Taylor from Green River
was put in as Stake President. Cheril and Cecilewere
both bornwhilel was Bishop.

During theseyearswe had good yearsin our bus-
ness except during the depression years, and thesewere
quitetough. For oneyear wedid practically nowork at
thelumber yard. | spent sometimewiththe W.PA. su-
pervising therazing of theold rock schoolhouse. Itwasa
two-story rock building, and they wanted to make sure
noonegot hurtintaking it down. They usedtherock fromitin Margaret and Tom James
building arock fencearoundthefootbal field at thehigh schoal. at Fremont Lake, Wyoming

Another outstanding experience | had was when Lloyd Gardner’s wife died in childbirth.
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uring the war years, | got a contract with Union Pacific Railroad repairing some of their
section houses. We did extensive repairs of all these houses between Rock Springs and

Wal cott, whichisthirty mileseast of Rawlins. The sectionhouseswereevery sevenor eight miles
along therailroad. We could have had other contractswith therailroad, but wewere unableto get any
additiona carpenters.

About thistimewe started to sell materialsto the Mt. Fuel Supply Co. | got contractswiththem
inbuilding their camps at Hiawatha--al so at Powder Wash where most of their gaswellswere. Mt. Fuel
built very good homes for their employees. Also bunk houses and cook housesfor single men--also
machineshopsand largegaragesfor their trucksand equipment. Hiawathawassixty-five milesfrom Rock
Springsand Powder Wash was eighty-five. | spent alot of timetraveling whileworking onthesejobs.

My son Richard got

alot of experiencedrivingthe
bigtruckshaulingmateriasto
the jobs on the railroads.
Somedaysafter school and
on Saturdays hewould haul
aload. Onecoldwinter day
he had twotiresblow out and
didn’t get homeuntil twoam.
Sevenmilesfarther dongthe
road, aman’'scar stalled and
theman frozeto death.
IN1946 | learned to
fly and bought a Piper
Cruiser, a three-passenger
plane. | had thisplanefor six

months, and a windstorm

reaching ninety-six miles per hour
toreitloosefromitstiedown ropes
and mashed it up. Theinsurance
company paid mefor theplane. A
few monthslater | bought another
plane--a Stinson four-passenger.
The second day we had thisplane
Lucieand | andthe Canfieldswere
taking arideinit whentheengine
quit. | wasunableto get it started
again. We had to make aforced
landing and landed on an old coun-
try road. Wehadrolledalmosttoa
stopwhenwehit aditchintheroad
whichflipped the planeover onit’'s
back. We were not hurt but the
planewasdamaged badly. | had the
planerepaired and we made quiteafew good tripsinit.
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Cecil’s Airplanes

en Richard finished high school, he went into the Air
WForce for ayear. After the war was over he came home,
and in the fall he went to Provo and entered the BYU. In \}

1948 we purchased a home in Provo and the family moved there. |

stayed in Rock Springs and spent the weekendsin Provo. Thiswas
handy with my planeasit only took one-hour and fifteen minutes.
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Our Home in Provo, Utah. 1815 North 650 East

Weenjoyed Churchin Provo and met many finepeople.
After the ward was divided a new chapel was started on 9th
East, and when it was completed we moved intoit. Not long
after it was compl eted theward was divided again and wewere
then in the Oak Hills2nd Ward. After more growth, another
addition wasbuilt with achapel on each end and ahugerecre-
ation hall inthecenter. Thiswasafour-ward building, oneof the
firstinthe Church.

en Richard started
in BY U there were
only about 2000 stu-

dents attending. Now there are
26,000 (1978). We were close

£ | totheBrigham Young University

campusand closeto church. We
werein the Pleasant View Ward.
The chapel wason Canyon Road.
After wewerein Provo ayear the
ward was divided, and we were
then in the Oak Hills Ward and
held our meetings in the Page
School.

I"HEELL
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gether--one to the Grand Canyon, another to the Parks in Southern Utah, and another to

We became very good friends of the Paul Proctor family, and we made several trips to-
MesaVerde National Park.

IN1950 Tom wascdledonamis-
sion to Japan. He was gone for three
years. When hereturned | took thethree
girlsand LucietotheHawaiian Islands
and met himthere. We spent acoupl e of
weeksin the lslands. We enjoyed this
trip very much.

Tom in Japan -- 1950-53

HAWAL

! | Our family with Sister Kanehale in Laie, Oahu -- 1953




uring thisperiod so Tomlost all grandparentswhilehewasonhismission.

L oiswas married just before we moved from Rock Springs. Richard married L orna
Matkin in his senior year at BYU. Sheis from
Cardston, Alberta, Canada. We remodeled a back
porch and madeasmall kitchen out of it--thistogether
with aliving room, bedroom and bath made asmall
apartment, which Richardand Lornalivedin. Tom,
Joyceand Cheril al got married during their last year
at BYU and al of them lived for ayear or sointhe
smal|l gpartment.

After Richard graduated from college he
worked for the Spear Lumber Co. in Provo. After
about ayear there, he came back to Rock Springs
and worked for meinthelumber yard. Hedrew al
the plansand did most of theestimating. Heasodrew
theplansfor thenew storefor theyard. Thisrelieved
meof alot of work and left mefreetolook after the

WileTom wasin Japan, both my father and Irvindied. Luci€ sfather and mother also died
d

jobs. We were not a big operation but we kept Four Generations: Alan, Richard, Cecil and Thomas James

about a dozen carpenters busy most of thetime.

We bought several acresof ground from the UPCoal Co. and called it the James Subdivision. Wekept
it for custom homesand Richard drew the plansfor all these homes. It isone of the better additionsto
Rock Springs.

Asthefamily was expanding we started to get together at |east once ayear in the summer and
would makeatrip together. Oneyear wewent to
the Black Hillsof South Dakota, onceto the Grand
Canyonin Colorado, onceto aduderanchinthe
Hoback Canyon areain\Wyoming. . Another time
wewent to Yellowstone, and quiteafew timeswe
camped at Freemont Lake and Newfork Lakein
Wyoming. Weenjoyed thetripsvery muchand |
believethey helped greatly inholding our family dlose
together.

The Red Packard (and Cecile)
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TRIPS, VACATIONS,
GET - TOGETHERS !
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Cecile




Tom

Camping at Yellowstone
Newfork Lake, Fremont Lake
The Parks

Tom and kids
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Trip to the Hawaiian Islands
When Tom came home from
his Mission in Japan

1953
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Cecil, Lucie
Tom, Joyce, Cheril,
and Cecile
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| CALIFORNIA!
| HERE WE
COME!

Lucie, Joyce,
Cecile, Cheril,
Fisherman’s Wharf

San Francisco



have children of their own, they stayed home for Christmas. In our later years we often

We have alwaystried to have most of the family home on Thanksgiving. Asthey started to
traveled totheir homesfor Christmas.




.|| Thanksgiving -- about 1952
Dick, Cecil, Cecile
Joyce, Cheril, Lucie, Lois

Lois with Ron,

Dave and Randy --
abt. 1957

About 1940
Jack, Mary Howard
Cheril (in arms)
Grandma Howard,
Joyce and Lucie (in front)
Alta Howard (on porch)
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. Jerilynn, Carla, Kayleen

F. Michelle, Kent, Shaunna

Alan, Ron, Dave, Don
Randy, Danny

Family
Gathering
1957
Tom, Roberta,
Lois and children,
Joyce and Dave
Cecile
Cecil and Lucie
Lorna and
children
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Boys: Alan, J. Grant, Ron, Dave, Kent, Don, Randy, Danny

Girls: Carla, Jerilynn, Kayleen, Shaunna
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Top: Cecile, Cheril, Dave, Ron
Bottom Left: Cecil with Jerilynn and Danny

Bottom Right: Cecil with Danny

MAYIGBATOR
IOEE GHERIL
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(Painting done by Ron Hirschi and his friend, Gilmore, in 1990, for the family
reunion--the design was put on t-shirts and everyone wore them!)
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n 1961 | received a call from the
I General Authorities of the Church
to meet withthemin Salt Lake City.
They asked me if | could arrange my
affairs so that | could go on abuilding
mission for the Church. They said they
would give me three months to make
the necessary arrangements. They told
me that | could either go to Australia
or England, but they would prefer that
| go to Australia as | had been there
before and knew the customs of the
people. | toldthem | would prefer to
goto Austraia
| went back to Rock Springs and
talked it over with Richard and Edwin,
and they agreed that | should go. |
knew that Richard could take care of
my part of the work. Then | talked it
over with Lucie and Cecile. Cecile
could go with us and would be able to

Mission To Australia

fulfill amission while shewasthere. The next week | told the Church Authoritiesthat we would accept
the call, and then we started our preparations to leave.
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too young for them to give her a call, but that the Mission President in Australia could

call her. Edwin and | had to meet with our attorney and arrange things so that he could sign
everything for the lumber yard while we were gone. The attorney who was a strong Catholic asked me
how much the Church was going to pay me for going on this mission. | told him | didn’t know if the
church was going to pay me anything, and he told methat hewouldn’t leave hisbusiness and spend three
yearsfor hischurch without pay. | thentold him we considered it aprivilegeto go on amission and pay
our own expenses. He admired mefor what | wasdoing. | was happy to respond to thiscall, as| knew
that my family and | would receive much more from it than we would contribute.

On January 1, 1962, we were ready to leave. We
even had the house rented, but we were informed that it
would be at least a month before we would be able to
receive a visa from the Australian government. We
decided we would take the boat to Hawaii and spend a
month there while waiting for our visas. The Salt Lake
Airport was fogged in, so we had to take the train to
Oakland. Thetrainwassix hourslatein arriving and we
had only one-half hour to get our ticketsfor the boat, get
our luggage off thetrain, get to the dock in San Francisco,
and get on the boat.

| called the Steamship Co. and they told us they
would meet us at the ship with our tickets. We got our
luggage and told ataxi driver how much time we had to _ _
get to the boat before it sailed. He told us he would get us | Cecile (one of her better picturesl),
there. Hetook uson areally wildride, never stopping for red Cecil, and Lucie on train
lightsand weaving inand out of cars. A police car met usand
the policeman escorted ustherest of theway with hissiren going. Aswearrived at the boat, the whistle
was blowing and they had taken down the loading platform for passengers. The man wastherewith our
ticket and they rushed us on the boat. We had to go on where they put on the luggage. As soon aswe
were on, the ship blew its whistle again and started to pull away from the docks. If we had been five
minutes longer we would have missed
the boat. As the boat was leaving we
went to the upper deck and watched the
San Francisco skyline aswe moved out
into the harbor. It was areal sight as
wewent under the Golden Gate Bridge
and sailed out to sea. The voyage was
avery enjoyable one. The ocean was
not rough. We passed severa other
ships and saw a couple of whales the
second day out.

The meals on the Lurline were out
of thisworld. We met peoplewho were
very congenial, and there were plenty
of thingstodo. Oneevening Cecilewas
appointed to serve on a committee to judge a costume party. Another day, she and afriend helped to
gather the money for the bingo games. The girlswere both given acouple of free bingo cards. Shewon
the jackpot for one of the games --ninety-two dollars!
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come into view. A number of small boats came out to meet the Lurlineto escort it into the dock.
When we arrived aband was playing and many Hawaiianswere there to meet the boat. We gathered
up our luggage and got ataxi, which took usto our beach house that we had rented. We spent several
days sight seeing and then Brother Wilson, the supervisor of the building program, visited usand told us
they had ahomewe could livein over on the other side of theisland in Laie. We went with him and got
settled inthe home. We stayed there threeweeks, and | helped out in the building program. The Church
was building anew Visitors Center at the temple and also starting the Polynesian Village (Polynesian
Cultural Center). Our Australian visas finally arrived, and we made arrangements on Pan American
Airlinestoleavefor Australia. Theplaneleft Hawaii at 1:30 in the morning. Brother Wilson took usto
the airport. | was quite surprised as we were waiting at the airport to see Edith Butler who was in
Australiawhen | wason my first mission. Shewasreturning on avisit and we enjoyed her company on
the plane.
It took usfour and one-half hoursto get to the Fiji Islands, where we stopped a couple of hours
: » YRS torefuel. Whenwearrived at theairport
in Australia, Brother Nieman, Brother
Beckstrand (from the building office),
Lucy Rosen McKay and NellieCraig
Harker werethereto meet us. Thetwo
women were friendswhom | met on my
firss missoninAustraia. We stayed four
or five days in Sydney and attended
church thereon Sunday. Sam Atoawas
visiting there on business, so we were
quite surprised to see him. We met
severa people | had known on my first
mission, which was quite a thrill after
forty years. | spent oneday with Brother

. ] . Nieman and the Stake President and
Cecile, Nellie Harker, Lucie isited | f o h hapel b
at the Blue Mountains, Sydney V|s_|t a couple of sites where new chapels were to be

built. In Bankstown I met Syd Denton who was the

Branch President there. | knew him on my first mission.
The people whom | had known before seemed glad to
seemeagain.

We flew to Melbourne with Brother Nieman
and met with President Bruce R. McConkie and his
family. Heinterviewed Cecilefor amission and called
her tolaborin Austrdia. Cecilewasthrilled and anxious

to get started doing missionary
work. In Melbourne we picked
up aFalcon pickup and traveled
toBdlarat, whichisseventy-five
milesinland. Four of usrodein
the one seat of the pickup. In Ballarat we checked in at
ahotel. Thenext day we met with the Branch President,
Wm. Trethowan. We visited the site where we were to

I t took four and ahalf daysto get to Hawaii. We got up early in the morning and saw Diamond Head

=]

v\

: L Sam Atoa (from Samoa and Kia Ora Club),
build anew chapel--it had already been purchased. Lucie and Cecil in Sydney
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Brother Neiman

shedsandtodig
the trenches for the

received very good

members of the
branch on Sat-
urdays and in the
evenings.

labor program. The first chapel was to be built here in

Ballarat. We leased a home from a bachelor who was
going to England for ayear--Mr. Williams. It would be aweek
before we would be able to get into this home so we checked
into another hotel for the week. | spent the week in getting
building permits and meeting with suppliersof materialsto check
prices. | ordered material to erect a couple of sheds on the
property--one for an office and one for tools etc. After about a
week thelabor missionaries started to arrive--Owen Hughn from
Melbourne, George Vincent also from Melbourne, Robert Bailey
from Queensland, and Victor Wright from Rockhampton. We

I was the first supervisor to build under the new volunteer

immediately

started to
build the

We also

from the

After a couple of weeks Cecile and Judith Cook (from

Ballarat) left together for Melbourne to fulfill missions. The branch
held afarewell party for them. The house we had |eased waswas|ocated
on Lake Wendouree--one of the beauty spots of Australia. We arrived in
Ballarat during the BegoniaFestival. People comefrom all over the country
to seethe begonias. Some grew to about twelveinchesin diameter. The heads

are so big that they haveto be held up by wire supports. Thisfestival occursthefirst

week in March and lasts for aweek.

We also arrived at the beginning of the rainy season, which lastsfor three months. Ballarat gets

around thirty inches of rain during this

Black Swans on Lake Wendouree (across from our home in Ballarat) |

period. Somenightsit rainsasmuch asfive
inches. Itisquite cold during this season.
In fact, it gets close to freezing at night.
The houses here are heated by small
fireplaces--no central heating. Lucie
noticed the cold morethan | did asshewas
homemost of thetime. A streetcar stopped
out infront of our home, and it very seldom
had anyone on it, so Lucie went to town
quite often. The fare was five cents. |
don’t think she purchased anything, but she
often met people who were curious to
know what shewas doing in Australia.
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ey held Relief Society in our home because we had one large room that we kept warm. | built a
stove into the fireplace and it acted like a heatalator. We burned

brickettes, which are pressed cod in the shape of bricks. . T e .
Because we had awarm housethe eldersbrought some -~ = Z.> ,/m 5,
of their investigatorsin to teach them. We aso had
the labor missionariesin once aweek and helda  ° . '

social evening with them and studied the

scriptures. They liked thissocial evening. //"Q /> \@(" ‘l \ H" ‘L\

@\_
It

[

BALLARAT MISSIGNARIES

-

; caska ?
UL Say, ELDER, DONT You WiSH Yov WEEE SACK 1 Suty ALASKA |
’

When we got the
foundations of the
building all in, we
were supposed to
have a brick layer
come from Mel-
bourne to lay the
blocks. For some
reason he was not
able to come, so |
started to lay the
blocksmyself. Since

. . "
YT suovisve Baw A Prosecyrig Migguisey |

| had never laid any blocks before, |

lvanTs To Go Dow;l THWE ‘weke . .
el R s Ll fos 4 was rather slow, gnd c!urlng the rainy
\ Hl g season it was quite miserable. But |
1Fo ™ .
a e o = o BF i Yoo s, gradually got faster, and | laid most of

you woltau £ g the blocks on the chapel. Brother

' H
WONDEE How 0w My TRaw
N

MooNEE No- 1

Charles Cook, avery good member of
the Ballarat Branch, worked for the
government and had quitealot of free
time, which he spent working on the
chapel. Healso got pretty good at |ay-

Digaing Trevehes Foa The DalleanT Giapel — 1303

ing blocks. Every Saturday we got quite a few people from
the branches in Melbourne, and it kept me busy finding jobs
for al these people to do. Wefilled all of the holesin the -
blocks with concrete. We also put a5/8” reinforcing rod in

every fourth hole so the walls, when completed, were very
SO|Id ﬁ AL My LiFe T Wawrgp TO k& A Barkow gp »// :
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DANGED KA.
Ty wor Luce THE K

/
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Memories

of

Ballarat!

| PN =
4 , ‘J/ d d %//;“,‘“(}’ drawn by

George Vincent

we would use union labor. | told them we would if they would work for the same wages

we were getting, but they told me they were sure none of the union men would work for
nothing. Thegovernment wasvery strict and made frequent inspections on the building to make surewe
were complying with all the codes. They even inspected our scaffolds and insisted metal scaffolds

should be used on anything over ten feet high.

Sortly after we got started with the chapel a couple of union representatives called on usto seeif
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uring the rainy season we al wore

our overcoats in church. A lot of

the women brought a blanket with
them as there was no heat in the building.
Whilewewerein Ballarat two of the pros-
elyting missionarieswerekilledinacar ac-
cident. They had been out in the country
holding meetings, and when they were re-
turning inthe evening, they ranintotheside
of atwo-car commuter train. | am surethat
they were both killed instantly asthe small
car wasmangled terribly--asweretheir bod-
ies, which were almost beyond

U S;’BURIAL FOR

recognition. They were taken into Melbourne and prepared in
sealed caskets and sent by plane to the United States. One was
from Idaho and one from Northern Utah. The parents of the boy
from Idaho said that as a memorial to their boy they would pro-
vide the money to keep aboy on amission aslong asthey lived.
Their names were Bryan Thomas Johnson and Steven LaM ar
Denny. Weaso held amemorial servicefor themin Ballarat.
The chapel went along pretty well as per schedule and
when we had the roof on and thefloor inthe social hall, Lucieand
| started to hold potluck suppersevery Friday night. Each person
; : || wasasked to bring something that could be auctioned off after the
S Taseey T oon supper. Thishelped the peopleraise money to hel p pay their share

The bodies of two young  Mormon

missionaries killed in a level-crossing smash [| ON the Chapel’ which wasthi rty percent Inafew weeksweraised

near Beaufort last night will be sent back to

A:;e"ca ; more money than the Branch had raised in the ten previousyears.
Egevgg;c%;gr Bemes! 1 When the chapel was finished, we held an open house and invited
bl Lake Gl DLt the public to make an inspection of the building and its facilities. The

They died when a . . .
Cener o hit et e | Mayor of the town came and said he had watched the progress of the building of

Denney had been in Aus-

praiia 11 months, snd sohe- | | the chapel. He said that when we started and told him we were going to build it

on 18 months. Both were

én,gﬁ,ullf;f é?ﬁ“&:&’éf with volunteer labor, he said it couldn’t be done--but now he had to believeit.
The president ‘of the

Eouthem Australian Mis-

ion of the Church of Jesus
Christ _of Latter Day
aints, Elder B. McConkie, |
lsaid today that Denney and '
JJohnson were two of 160
young missionaries work-
ing in Victoria,

They cameéout for two
years at their own expense,
then went.back to America
and restimed normal,
every- day lives. ]
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Ballarat in Winter

The homes are so cold in Belle Ballarat
That people eat double to put on the fat.
Some hibernate sweetly by crawling in bed
And stay there ‘il Spring (I have heard it said).
The process is really a steady slow freeze,
Starting, 'm told, just under the knees-~
Then it suddenly crawls to the small of the back,
Ties muscles in knots, I know--~it’s a fact!
Folks’ ribs get so cold-~they wrap them in cotton,
So brittle they’d crack if hit on the bottom.
Their hands are ice blue with red finger nails,
They move with the speed of a weary old snail.
Their eyes are so cold, they cannot go shut,
Just stare at the ceiling, in silence look up.
They can’t button their clothes or tie up their shoes,
Or make up their mind which blanket to choose.
Their hair which is windblown--just stands on their head
And waits for the hour to fall into bed.
One dame, I am told, wears blue leotards,
Plus snuggies and longies and wool by the yards.
Her housekeeping, folks, is done on the sneeze
As she pokes up the holes to keep out the breeze.
Others wear nities to keep themselves warm
And three jumpers extra to round out their form.
But the real test for stamina, courage and guts,
Comes at six, when you know you have to get up!
You put forth a foot in the cold winter air,
Then draw it back in-~the temp is too rare!
Then you beat back the voices which say, “Do get up.
Kindle the fires and fill up the cups.”
But time, the old monster, soon wins in the end,
A coward, you rise-~~the slow freeze begins.
The bathroom is much like an Iceland igloo,
Clammy and frigid with cold morning dew.
You doff your warm “undies,” turn the faucet tap on, 4
Jump in quick, for alas, hot 1s soon gone. -
Right up to the ceiling like foul witches brew,
Steam gone 1n a fog, cold and lonely are you.
Now grab a damp towel that has frozen (not nice),
Hold your breath--it takes courage to wipe down with ice.
Your nylons feel wetish, but on they must go,
“This 1s good,” say the natives, and I think they should know.
But the rumor is false~~they don’t really sleep in
To come forth in the Spring, all pretty and thin!
Lucie James -~ Ballarat, 1962
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received atelephone call from Brother Nieman saying that hewould like usto go to Townsville

to finish the chapel that had been started there. He was going to have to move the supervisor
who was there to another location as he and his wife were not getting along with the people there. We
left our pickup with all our tools etc. in Melbourne at the Mission Home and flew to Sydney where we
met Brother Nieman. Heflew to Townsvillewith usto makethetransition. Ontheway we stopped off
at Nambour and Rockhamton and inspected the chapel s that were being built in these locations.

Townsvilleisabout 1650 milesnorth of Sydney.

Itisacity of about 50,000 people. We arrived therein
the evening and checked into ahotel. The next day we
made an inspection of the construction site and the
progress of the chapel. Some of the blocks were up,
and sincethe supervisor wasabricklayer, | wished that
he would have finished laying the blocks. There were
four good |abor missionarieson thejob--John Hay, Ralph
Bardon, Colin Horne, and Robert Hall. We also spent
part of theday looking for ahousetolivein. Wefinally
found an apartment, which was suitable. The Austra-
lians call them flats. It was located about a mile from
the center of the city and about amile and ahalf from the chapel site. The next day was Sunday and we
attended church. Themeetingswereheldinalargehall that wasvery noisy. We spokein the Sacrament
meeting and hoped that we would leave agood im-
pression. Brother Nieman had gone up to Caines
to visit the construction there. After a couple of
days the supervisor and his wife left for a new as-
signment.

| then met with the branch presidency and
told them what | expected of the people of the
branch--this was their building, and they were to
helpinthe construction of it. They agreed withme,
and the next Saturday we had a good crowd out to
work. There were not many Melchizedek Priest-
hood holdersin the branch, but the women camein
good numbers and most of them were good work-
ers. Thewomen helped dig trenches, mix concrete
and mortar, and some were pretty good carpenters.
Thewomen came at four 0’ clock inthe morning to
gluethelaminated beamsfor the ceiling aswenailed
on the boards and put on the clamps.

Wewould leavethe clampson for aday, then build
a new beam each day until they were completed. The wood was silky oak, and when they were all
sanded they were very good looking. These were the first glue laminated beams built in Queensland,
and quite afew builders and architects came to see them and inspect them. For the roof we purchased
some cedars that had been on the docksfor a couple of years. We had it milled into 2” x 6” tongue and
grooved planking with aV joint. The 4 x 6 purlorous were also silky oak, and when the interior of the
roof wasvarnished, it wasvery good looking. Townsvilleclimateissemi-tropical so all thewindowsin
the building were louvered, which let in an ocean breeze.

Our next assignment was to be in Footscray near Melbourne.  Just before we left Ballarat we
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help the people raise money. They were very well

attended. Themissionarieswho werelaboringinthe
branch also brought their investigators to our parties.
Brother and Sister Burton, an older couplelaboringinthe
branch, were alot of help. They would work two or three
daysaweek on the chapel. Thefour other proselyting mis-
sionarieswould come on their day off each week and work.
One holiday wetook the labor missionaries on aboat to the
Great Barrier Reef, which was forty miles away. Brother
and Sister Burton went with us. Thewater was quite rough,
and | wasthe only onein the group that didn’'t get sick. At
the reef we got in a glass bottomed boat. It wasredly a ||
beautiful sight seeing al the different colored coral and all ||
the brilliant colored tropical fish. N N By

I ucieand | also held potluck suppers and auctionsto

M. Valentine, Arch Burton, Verda Burton, Sis. Coombs,

Cecil and Lucie at the Townsville Chapel

On another occasion wetook atrip to Pam
Island, which was also around forty milesfrom
Townsville. Itwaskind of areservationfor Ab-
originesand was maintained by the government.
There were many children on the island who
had good homes and good schools.

| might mention that four days after we ar-
rived in Townsville there was a big fire in the
sugar factory, which destroyed thousands of tons
of sugar. The paper said this was the largest

Colin Horne, John Hay, Ralph Bardon,

insurance pay out of
Elder Brown and Cecil

any firein Australiaup
to that time--about
16,000,000 dollars. The fire burned for about a week. A river
flowed alongside the factory, and as a lot of sugar melted from
thefireand water, it created an acid, which gradually flowed into
theriver and killed all thefish. Asthewind blew the smokefrom
thefire, it settled on many buildings, and the acid in the smoke
made the paint peel off.
Thereisalot of sugar cane
grown in the country \
around Townsville. Before harvest time you can see the smoke
fromthefiresasthey areburning thefields, leaving just the stalks
to be harvested.

Cecile came up to Townsville for a few days when her
mission was finished. She had a chance to meet the people and
seethe chapel. Then sheleft to meet some other lady missionar-
ies who were traveling through New Zedand, Fiji, Samoa and
Hawaii on their way back to the United States.




ost of the houses are built on stilts
M about six feet above the ground.

This makes them cooler in the sum-
mer and keeps them above the water during
therainy season. Townsvillegetsbetween fifty- | ‘
sixty inches of water during the rainy season. g e L L |
One night they had thirteen inches of rainfall. j EEEN B (AT O iRt
Therewere six inches of water running through mE |
the streets of the city. Theriver, whichisten
milesfrom the city, rose eighteen feet that night
and flooded all the countryside. The water re-
cedes fast as the country is close to the ocean,
which handlesthe run-off.

Cecil and Lucie in front of Townsville Chapel

We finished the Townsville
Chapel just before the rainy season
started. We were getting ready to leave
but were held up waiting for the asphalt
to beinstalled in the parking areas. The
man who was to install it kept g:alllng Labor Missionaries and Proselyting
We knew we had to get out before the Missionares working together in Townsville
rain flooded the roads. The roads went
up and down with the contour of the land. At every wash there was a 4x4 sticking up with footage
marked on it showing the depth of thewater. Finally | told the branch president he would have to take
care of the asphalt as we were |eaving the next morning.
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e next morning we
packed all of our
tools along with all

our personal belongings in
the pickup and coveredit al
with atarp. As | got into
thetruck and stepped onthe
gas, down came the rain.

We had been as-
signed to build our next
chapel in Brisbane, but just
the night beforewereceived
a telephone call from
Brother Nieman asking usif
we would mind being sent
to Perth instead. We spent

four daysdriving from Townsvilleto Sydney. 1t wasa 1600 miletrip. Thetrip wasvery enjoyable. We
ran out of therain at McKay, and wetraveled alot of the way through some of the country areas. When

we arrived in Sydney, we stayed at Brother Nieman's home for
acouple of days, then left with Brother Nieman for West Aus-
tralia. We stopped in Broken Hill and inspected the chapel that
was being built there by Brother Johnson. Then we made an-
other stop in Adelaide where Brother and Sister Moss were
building a stake house. We then continued to Perth where we
were met by Brother Neil, who was the supervisor there. After
checking into ahotel we made an inspection of the building that
| was going to take charge of as Brother and Sister Neil were
going to be moved to a new location as they were not getting
along with the people in the branch at Perth.

Thefirst Sunday in Perth we met Brother
and Sister Dawson. We became close

friends. He was branch president of the
DianellaBranch wherethe chapel wasbeing
built. Thisbuilding wasalso designed to be
used as a stake house in the future. There
were two other branches in Perth--one in
Como and one in Scarborough. Both of
these brancheshad new buildings. Werented
ahomein Dianella, not far from the chapel.
Wehad ameeting with thelabor missionaries
whom we would be working with for the
next year. They were Derek Spencer,
MorrisBailey, Keith Hutchinson, James
Askew, Clifton Scott and John Orth.

Derek Spencer to the right of Lucie. From the left: Brother and
Sister Dawson, their son, Maragaret Dawson
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ting on abuilding that was partially built takes alot of

jmein going over the plansand checking with suppliers.

hey were all very cooperative in showing me what

progress had been made in the manufacture of various items.

All of the labor missionaries were very good workers. Derek,

Keith, and Morris were pretty good at laying blocks, and

whenever | had to be away from the job the labor missionaries
would do their job very well.

Thefirst week | met with all the branch presidents and
told them what | expected from them and their members. We
agreed that the members of the Dianella Branch would come
every Saturday and that the members of the other two branches
would come every other Saturday. We got very good infilling
their assignments and at times we had more people than we
could handle but by planning ahead we were able to find work
for them to do.

Brother Ray Johnson took care
of all the electrical work, and
Bob Hall took care of the
plastering and tilework. | took
charge of all the carpenter and
concrete work. We also
arranged towork two evenings
aweek. We had contracted the
heating and there were people
in the branches who were
familiar with the plumbing

work. We had some

heavy steel beams in

Peggy Carlisle, Gloria Long, Grace McAlpine, Geoffery Keir, Leslie Dawson, Elizabeth, Margaret Dawson,
James Askew, Pam Bernie, Sonia Smith, Robert Hall, Sister Overstone, and Derek Spencer

thebuilding so the steel

company took the
responsibility of placing these when we were ready
for them. With all of the planning things seemed to go
very smoothly and the building was finished on
schedule.

Dianellawasthelargest L.D.S. Chapel inAustralia
at the time of its construction. This chapel was built
on sand that rested on water. In the rainy season the
water came up to almost afoot of thefoundation. This
chapel hasahugerecreationa hall. Thefloor is made
of Wondoo wood, which is so hard that holes had to
bedrilled for thenails. The steeplewasbuilt by Keith
Hutchinson who had been in an automobile accident
shortly after hewascalled on hismission. Both hands

| Labor Missionaries: Derek Spencer in front were m@aj SO ba:"y that hISdOCtOI’ t0| d h| m that he W0u| d
never be able to use them. Brother Maxwell Maine gave

him ablessing and Keith’shands heal ed.
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eday | saidto Keith, “Keith you must have used
our handsto make things before coming into the
building program.” He said, “No, | never made

anything until | cameinto thisprogram.” Everything Keith
did waslikeaprofessional.

We enjoyed Perth very much. | believeit hasthe
best climate of any place in Australia. During the
rainy season the temperature would get down in the
forties but in the sixties during the day. During the
summer wewould have abreezefromtheocean. Only
during a couple of weeks would the wind come in

from the desert--then the temperature would get up
to 110 degrees. We also held pot luck suppers and
auctions aswe had donein the other branches. Just
before Christmas we rented alarge hall and put on a
big Christmas party. It was very well attended, and
the members and the regular missionaries all
participated.

Top: Dianella Stake Center

Views of the ocean in Perth. The
coastline is from a ferry that goes to the
port of Fremantle.
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e finished the
classroom wing
first and had just

finished the painting of the
rooms when we discovered
that someone had brokeninto
the building and smeared
paint al over thewall. Some
of our tools were missing as
well. | reported this to the
police and they came
immediately to inspect the
building. They told us they
would do everything possible
in finding the responsible
parties. A coupleof dayslater

one of the school teachers

continued to come out to make sure
they had contributed enough work to
take care of thedamage. One of these
families|ater joined the church.

We covered all of the steel
beamswith plywood and made them
look like wooden beams.

saw two boys with a box of shellsfor a“drive it gun.” These
shells are powerful and can be very injurious. She caled a
policeman, and when he questioned the kids, he discovered that
these shells had been stolen from our building. Four boysfrom
the school had participated in doing the damagein the building.
They were around thirteen years of age.

We recovered the tools and things that had been stolen.
When the policeman had me meet with the boysand their parents,
he asked me if | wanted to press charges against them. | told
him that | was only interested in getting the damages taken care
of. | explained to them that all thework on the chapel was being
done by volunteer |abor by the members of the church. Thenthe
parents of the boys wanted to know if they could come on
Saturdays and repaint the walls of the class rooms. They were
very faithful and came every Saturday and brought their sons
with them and repainted all the walls of the classrooms. They
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the branches had furnished all the labor on the building so they didn’t have to put out any
money for their share as the labor amounted to thirty per cent of the cost.

Some time before the building was finished the branch formed a choir, but they didn’t
have agood leader and they wanted to have a good choir for the dedication. About thistime a couple
of the elders, while tracting, contacted a woman who was a professional musician. She immediately
becameinterested in their message, read the Book of Mormon, and joined the church. She became the
leader of the choir. When the building was dedicated, the choir sounded to me as good as any of our
choirsin our wardsin America. The Sunday after the building was finished, it was dedicated by Elder
Franklin D. Richards, one of the assistants to the Twelve Apostles. We held an open house on the
Saturday before the dedi cation and had many outsiders go through the building. Many of them marveled
that it could have been built with all volunteer |abor.

We had awell dug on the property and put in a sprinkling system for the lawns. The people of

Pictures taken of the Dianella Stake Center in May 2003
Doug, Cecile, Craig and Robbyn Scribner visited Cecil's Chapel--
It is well-kept, and the Perth Temple is built right on the same grounds!
Top left: Phil Baker and Cecile
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Holden, and with the labor missionaries spent the week in the southwestern tip of Australia. We
visited Albany with itsbeautiful bay. Thispart of Australiaborders on the Southern Ocean. We
also visited the Karri Forest. These trees are hardwoods and grow quite large. Some
of them reach aheight of 250 feet with adiameter of eight feet. They arecalled the
Redwoods of Australia. One of thetreesis called the Glouchester Tree and has
alookout high upinthetree. Thereisaladder circling up to thelookout. Some
of the missionaries climbed up to thelookout, and when they |ooked back down
and saw how high they were, they were almost afraid to come back down. The
motel swhere we stayed were very good, and the boys, aswell asourselves, really
enjoyed thetrip. Theboyshad never been on avacationtrip likethisbefore. The building program paid
for the rental of the car, and | paid for the rest of the trip.

When we returned to Perth, we were ready to
start the Melville Heights Chapel. There were
quite afew large trees on the lot that we had to
use a bulldozer to get out. We stacked them up
and burned them. President McConkie cameto
the groundbreaking and turned over the first
shovel full of dirt. | turned over thesecond. Then
the branch president, Brother Ward, and the
heads of the organizations each turned over a
shovel full of dirt.

The Melville Heights Branch held their
meetingsin alocal school building. Werented ahomein Melville Heights, which was the nicest home
welived in whilein Australia. The people of the branch were very good in coming out to work on the
chapel. Therewas aso abrick contractor in the branch who came out every Saturday and was a great
helpinlayingtheblocks. By thistimel thought that | was getting pretty good at laying blocks and rather
enjoyed it. It realy washard work, but I knew that | had been called to this assignment by the Prophet,
and | tried to fulfill it to the best of my ability.

When | had the chapel over half completed with the roof on, anew supervisor cameto Australia.
Since | had been out three and a half years,
Brother Fluhman told me to show the new
supervisor the ropes, etc. and we could be
honorably released. | had really enjoyed this
mission very much and had feelings of regret
when | knew that | would never see most of these
people again. Brother and Sister Harward took
over our home and proceeded to finish the chapel.

Aswe prepared to leave we decided to do
sometraveling through the Orient before we got
home. | went to Qantas Airlines and made the
arrangements for travel and hotels. They made
anitinerary for us, and it wasvery complete. The
church would pay our way--straight home--so it
cost us $1500 extrato visit the placeswe wanted

Craig and Cecile Scribner in front to see.
of Melville Heights Chaapel
(May 2003)

Q fter the dedication we had a week before starting the Melville Heights Chapel. We rented a
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mementosto remember them by. Asweleft Perth quite afew of the memberswere at theairport

AII the members of the branches where we built chapels gave us a farewell social and some
to see us off. We flew to Adelaide and met with severa of Cecile's friends as she had |abored

there for several months. They met us at the airport and
entertained us. We flew from Adelaide to the interior of
Australiawhere we spent severa daysin Alice Springs,
whichisasmall town of about four thousand peopl e, about
sixty percent of the people here are Aborigines. Alice
Springsisamost in the center of Australia--like an oasis
surrounded by desert. All of theinterior isdesert. Inthe
past five yearsthere had been abad drought in the desert.
Theranchesin Audtraliaare called stations, which are many
square milesin size. It takes one square mile to support
three head of cattle. Oneranchistwelvethousand square
miles. During one drought year the ranches|ost 475,000
head of cattle. During the heat of theday if cattle get over

five milesfrom water many of them do not make it back.
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We also wanted to see Ayers Rock, the
largest monolithe, solid rock, in the world. It sets on the desert floor--it isthe shape of ahalf eggandis
two and one half mileslong and one and a half mileswide and eleven hundred feet high.

Whilein Alice Springs we also visited the Opal Queen. They say she controls more opals than
any other personinAustralia, but it'shard to ever find her. When wefound out where shelived, wejust
went up to the front door of her home and knocked. We were very much surprised when she cameto the
door with only atowel thrown over her shoulder. She had been taking a bath, but when | spoke to her
she said, “You are Americans.” She said that we were to go into the sitting room and wait while she
finished her bath--then shewould comeandtalk tous. Soon she cameinall dressed and started talking.
She then took us into another room that had severa showcases on tables that were full of the most
beautiful opals | had ever seen. After we had looked for awhile, she said she did not sell any of these
opals but she would let me have one. | picked out a black opal that | could use for atie clasp. She
charged methirty-fivedollarsfor it. It would have cost about $150.00in ajewelry store. We also asked
her what she was going to do with all the opals she had in the cases, Shetold usshewasgoingto “will”
them to ayoung American man from Californiathat had stayed with them during the Second World War.
| would guesstherewas at least amillion dollars’ worth of opalsin the cases. She said that theman did
not know it yet, but added that he wasthe finest young man she had ever met. She had no children of her
own.
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in Burnie and spent four days driving around the island. We stopped in Hobart and visited

with Brother and Sister Anderson who were supervising the building of achapel there. Weaso

attended church there on Sunday. From herewewent to Port Arthur where many prisonerswere housed in
the early settlement of the country. These prisonerswere sent herefrom England. Many wereimprisoned for
very minor crimes like stealing a loaf of bread
because they were hungry. One member of the
church, Peter Vout, said hisgrandfather was sent to
the prison here because he and another boy had
ridden adonkey through the cemetery onaSunday.
From Tasmaniaweflew back to Me bourne

and droveto Ballarat wherewe had built our first
chapel. ThepeopleintheBranchweregladto se
usagain and wewere glad to seeall of them. We
traveled from Ballarat to Sydney where we
attended a stake conference. Elder Monson, one
of the Twelve Apostles, was the guest speaker.

Weflew back to Adelaide then to M elbourne and from thereto Tasmania. We picked up acar

Lucieand | spent four daysat the Jenolen Caves, which are
considered thelargest cavesintheworld. | had visited the
caveswhen | wason my first mission forty yearsago. The
caves house and caveshadn’t changed in forty years. We
enjoyed them very much. When wewent back to Sydney,
Brother Flueman, Brother Blood and Brother Main took us
out to supper and gaveusan Australian traveling rug. They
said they were sorry to see usleaving Australia. We next
went back to Townsville.

Wearrivedin late afternoon and were met by agroup
from the branch who escorted usout to thebeach where
they wereholding asocia for us. We spent one Sunday
inTownsvilleand had the privilegeof talking againin
Church and bearing our testimoniesto the people. After spending acoupleof moredaysin Townsvilleweflew
toMt. Isa. Whilein Mt. Isawewent to apicture show, and when we came out wewere observed by agroup
of burly minerswhowereon strike. | believethey thought wewere some of the mineowners. Thestrikehad
been going on for six months and the government had sent in acouple of hundred mento keeptheminlineas
they weregettingin an ugly mood. The next day we spent sometimein the building that housestheflying
doctorsand the teacherswho teach the children on the ranchesin the Outback.
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the ranches throughout the desert are so far apart-- some of them over two hundred miles from
their neighbor--there was a necessity to have some way of taking care of their medical needs.
Every station or ranch hasan airstrip onit and atwo way radio. The medical doctors had supplied each
household with amedicinechest. All medicines have anumber onthem. When any sickness occursthe
family callsin to one of the flying doctors stations and gives the nature of the iliness. The doctor then

-I-he flying doctors are unique to Australia. They were established years ago. Since the people on

prescribes the medicine by number and glves any other advicethat isnecessary. If the caseisseriousthe
— % ==1 doctor will thenfly totheranchandif necessary fly the patient
out toahospital. Thishasbeenavery efficient operationand
hassaved many lives.

Thechildren ontheranchesalso get their education
over the two-way radio. The teacherswho arein central
stations talk to the children over the radio and give them
problems and instructions on how to solve them, then call
them back later and ask them for theanswers. Thisprocess
goesonfive daysaweek, and it isthe only schooling that
most of the children get. Many children on these large

ranchesnever seeatown or city until they reach adulthood.
Most of the cowboys on the ranches are Aborigines. They make very good cowboys. Inrecent
years motorcycles and four-wheel drives are being used in rounding up the cattle. There are alot of
burrosand camelsin the desert country. During thegold rush daysinAustraliainthe 1850's, burros and
camels were brought into the country to be used as pack animals, and when the gold played out the
animals were turned |oose and since have multiplied greatly. Many people shoot the burros for sport.
Whilewe werein Mt. Isawe visited afamily who belonged to the church. They werethe only
membersleft in Mt. Isa. There had been asmall branch there but when the miners went on strike all of
the members had moved out except this one family, and they were talking about moving. The copper
minetherewasalarge open pit mine

and was partly owned by K ennecott.

Whenweleft Mt. Isaweflew
to Darwin, which is on the northern
coast of Australia. The church
leaderswanted usto inspect aplot of
ground thereand seeif it wassuitable
for buildingachapel. Thereisagood
branch of the church here. The
branch president, his wife, and two
of the missionarieswho werelaboring
there took us around Darwin, which
is the capital of the Northern
Territory.

We stayedin Darwin acouple
of daysthen flew to Singapore, which

iscontrolled by England although the

populationismainly Chinese. On the planefrom Darwinwe met acouplefrom Oregon--wewent severd
placestogether. Oneday werented ataxi and crossed over into Malaysia. Wesaw women tapping treesto
get rubber. Weaso visited amarbletemple. Eventhefloor was marble. Whilethe peoplecameinto pray
they rolled out beautiful Persian rugsfor the peopleto pray on.
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any countries are anchored in the harbor most of the time. Most of the streets are narrow and
etrafficisvery congested. Most of the shops extend out onto the sidewalks even into the streets
insomeareas. Whenwearrived in Singaporeweweretold that we didn’t haveto be afraid of being hurt
in the Orient but must be very careful with our money, asthere were some of the best pickpocketsin the
world here. Inthe eveningswe enjoyed walking down the crowded streets and seeing all the waresthat
were being displayed. Attimeswestill felt uneasy. At night the Chinesedressup intheir finest clothes.
Many of the girls are very beautiful. We spent about a week in Singapore then flew to Bangkok in
Thailand. We were beginning to find out that the Asians were very devoted to their religion and about
onemanin eight isamonk. There are shrines and temples everywhere. In Bangkok we visited one
shrine that had a solid gold Buddha. During the last war the people plastered it over with plaster paris
and painted it so the Japanese wouldn't take if for the gold asit would be worth several million dollars.
One day wetook atrip up one of canals. Peoplelive on either banks of the canal. Thewater in

the canals was muddy. The people did their

S:vgapore isalarge city and has avery fine harbor and can hold a great many ships. Ships from

washing in the canals. The children swam in
them and their sewage was dumped in them.
There were many boats on the canals. There
were cdlled floating markets. Peopleintheboats
sold all type of varies and groceries and
vegetables so the people living on the canals
could do all their shopping right fromtheir front
door step. We went several miles up the canal
and visited a silk mill. We bought a silk shirt
for each of our boys and some silk material for
adress for each of the girls. Everything was
quite cheap here. Most of the Thai girls are
very good looking.

There is a Thai

stewardesson each
of thebusses. They
greet all the people
when they board,
and when the bus
hasto back up they
stand behind and
direct the driver of
the bus. | believe
there were more
templesin Thailand
than in Singapore.

We went around by bus or taxi, as| didn’t feel safe driving acar myself.
Thetaxisand busses scareyou, asthey drive so fast through the narrow streets,
which were very crowded. They seemed to have their horns blowing al the
time. We found the Asians very courteous and gentle.
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Hong Kong but on the other side of the bay. Hong Kong is a large city controlled by

England. Thelandisowned by Red Chinaand
leased to England with aninety-nine-year lease. Thereare
around two million peopleinthe Hong Kong territory. The
great percentage of the populationisChinese. HongKongis
becoming overrunwithrefugeesfrom Red China. Everywhere
you look there are high rise gpartments. Weweretold that as
many asthirty refugees liveinoneroom. They taketurns

Weflewfrom Thailand to Hong Kong and stayed in alarge hotel in Kowloon, whichisapart of

degpingthroughthe
night and day and

dotheir cookingon et : : : : -

asmdll hibachi onthesidewak. Another group of ref ugees had bUI It
shacksonabhillside. The shackswere built of anything they could
find--cardboard, cans, or pieces of lumber. Five thousand people
lived onthishillsde, and dl of them hadto gotothebottom of thehill
for water wheretherewasonetap. Most of the people were
clean. Every whereyou looked you could see bamboo sticking out

of dmost every window with clotheshanging onthe poles.

We visited the mission and met with President and Sister Quealy. They had aboy inAustraliaand
weknew they would beglad to hear about him. Whileat the mission homewemet Jan Symonsfrom Oak Hills
Second Ward in Provo. Hewasasglad to see usaswe wereto seehim aswedidn’t know hewasin Hong
Kong. Weaso met Bobby Hannant fromAustralia. | had baptized hisgrandmother when | wasonmy first
mission. We had just talked to hisgrandmother beforeweleft Austraia.

Hong Kongisavery interesting place---wider streets, and very decorative neon signsthroughout
thecity. Whilewalking down one street we saw awedding group coming out of abuilding. The peoplewere
al dressedin beautiful native clothescostumesand were
quiteasight.

Oneday wetook abusout into the country
areaand passed one areawheretherewere quiteafew
duck farms. Roast duck is on al the menus in the
restaurants. We also went to the border of Red China.
Therewere guardsall along the border with machine
guns. Many Chinese get killed trying to get out of the
country. When you see how most of the peoplelivein

many of these countries, it makesonethankful that
weliveinthe United States.

We made several trips between
Kowloon and Hong Kong. It only costsfive cents
ontheferryboat. Severa large Americanhotelswere
inHong Kong. | bought aNikon camerain Hong
Kong. Itwascheaper herethanin Japan and about
one-third of what it would costinthe U.S.
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of the heavy work was being done by women. Women carried all the dirt out of the excavations

in basketsthat probably held one-half bushel.
When you buy anything you are expected to barter to
get the pricedown.

Asweleft Hong Kong our next stop was Japan.
A hotel buswas at the airport to take us to our hotel,
whichwas acrossthe street from the Emperor’ s Palace.
Tokyoisthelargest city intheworld. Everythingisvery
crowded and thetrafficisvery heavy. Just beforewe
arrived in Tokyo weflew by Mt. Fuji. The peak of the
mountain wasjust projecting abovethe cloudsand the
arplaneflew aroundit so that everyone could seeit. We
spent oneday inthecity going through someof thestores.

Aswe passed by many of their contruction jobs, both here and in Singapore, we noticed that most

Most of the clerks spoke English so the language
was not too much of abarrier in Japan.

Onenight wewent onanight tour. Wevisited
a building where hundreds of young people
congregated at night. They weresinging whenwe
arrived and the song was, “When the Saints Come
Marching In.” Aswe sat at tables to have a soft
drink some of theyoung boysad girlssat at our table
with us. They told usthat they
wanted to learn English better.
Englishisasecondlanguageinthe
schoolsin Jgpan. Theasotold
usthat Tokyo never deeps. Therewasno liquor servedinthisbuilding, only soft drinks,
and the young peopl e spend most of their timesinging.

Tokyo comestolifeat night. Thewomendressintheir beautiful kimonas,
andthesocid centersareaivewithlights. Onenight wewent to adinner. Weall sat on
cushionson thefloor and cooked our food on
asmdll hibachi grill infront of each couple. It took solong
that we were still hungry when the food had all
disappeared. Whileesting, Geishagirlsperformedfor us.
Therearemany shrinesand templesin and around Tokyo.
Wevisted many of these. Thecherry blossomswerejust
coming out and they were beautiful.

One Sunday wewent out to themission home
and attended church wherewe met Brother and Sister
White from McKinnon, Wyoming. Hewasabuilding
supervisor in Japan. We al'so met President and Sister
Anderson. He had been onamissionwith Tomontheir
first missions. When we attended Sunday School,

President Anderson introduced usto a Japanese man who
wasinthe Sunday School superintendent. Hetold usthat hewas one of Tom’'s companionswhile Tomwas
onhismission. Hewasvery gladto meet us.
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inalarge homethat the church had recently bought. Thetempleisbeing built on thisproperty.

We went to dinner with Brother and Sister White and then to Sacrament meeting. It was held

Theservicewasin Japanese, but themusicfor thehymnswasfamiliar. Therewasafinespiritinthe

meeting and thememberswerevery friendly.

Themission president invited usto dinner on Wednesday. When we arrived we discovered that
they had forgotten about inviting us and had finished eating. However, Dave Sawyer, a Rock Springs

boy, was there and he hurried out and soon brought
back a Japanese meal.

We next took atour of some of the other cities.
We went by busto Yokohama. Herewe saw thelargest
Buddhain Japan. Everywherewewent therewere many
school childrenvisiting theshrines. They areall dressed
alike and the school s take them to visit the shrines and
temples. After weleft Yokohamawetraveledtoalarge
|akewheretherewasafloating restaurant that had many
tanks of livetrout and other fish. We then rode the bus
to the other side of the lake and up into the mountains.
We saw what they claim to be thelongest ski lift inthe
world. We stayed at a hotel in the mountains at night.

whenwearrived. It had something to dowith theancient
capitol and is held every year. We stayed in a good
hotel. Kyoto hasmany large shrinesand temples. Some
are very beautiful. We also went to the theater where
an ancient play was put on. The actorswereall dressed
in ancient costumes--it was very elaborate, but we had
no ideawhat it was about.

When we left Kyoto we took the Bullet again.
This train was the express and only made one stop
between Kyoto and Tokyo. Theonestop wasat Nagoya.
We had a couple of days more and spent them going
around Tokyo. We went up in the high tower in Tokyo.
They say it isthe highest tower in the world.
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Thehotel isheated from steam that camefrom
inside the earth about one-half milefromthe
hotel.

Thenext day wetraveled toasmall
town and boarded atrain, whichiscalled the
Bullet. Thisisanew train that has been in
servicefor about six months. Itisthefastest
trainintheworld. It travels between Tokyo
and Osakaand reaches speeds of 130 miles
per hour and averages 108 miles per hour.
Werodethetrainto Kyoto where we stayed
several days. Kyotoistheancient capitol of
Japan. They were having a big celebration
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hen we got ready to leave
Tokyo we checked our re-
servations on Pan American

Airlines and discovered the pilots were
on strike. They told us to come to the
airport and they would makereservations
on another airline.

When we got to the airport we
found out that the reservations had been
made on Northwest Airlines, which was
going to Seattle and not to Honolulu
wherewewanted to go. We checked with
Japan Airlinesand found they had aplane
leaving for Honolulu in one-half hour.

We changed our reservations and were
ableto get our luggage put on Japan Airlines. This
trip was very enjoyable. It took six and one-half
hours to Honolulu, but the Japanese hostesses
were very courteous and catered to everyone's
needs. Westayed inHawaii for threedays, visiting
Laie again. We enjoyed the Hawaiian Village
(Polynesian Cultural Center) very much. It was
all complete now and wasquiteatourist attraction.
They were just starting to build it when we were
on our way to Australia. There were huts and
attractions authentically reproduced from various
Polynesian cultures. They wereall making things
peculiar totheir customs. Every night groupsfrom
the college put on the entertainment of singing
and dancing. We saw Sister Kakaoha whom we
had known from our first visit to Australia. We
also called on the Kanehal es.
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e rented a Volkswagon and used it to drive
around the island. | almost had to learn to
driveall over againas| caught myself driving
down the wrong side of the road. We
finally left Hawaii on Pan American and
werequitethrilled in knowing that we
would soon see our family again, as
we had been away from them for
amost threeand ahalf years. When
wearrived in San Francisco, Cecile
and Doug, Joyce and her family and Richard and Lorna
were there to meet us. It was a wonderful feeling to
know that we were back in the U.S. again.

Lucie at the Polynesian Cultural Center, 1965

Left: Cecil and Lucie in Palo Alto, Ca, Doug and Cecile’s house, 1965

Below: Jerilynn, Joyce, Shaunna and Cecile in San Francisco, 1965
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Lefi: Joyce, Michelle, Cecile, Jerilynn and Shaunna in Santa Cruz, 1965

Below: Cecil, Dick, Lorna, Lucie, Danny and Shaunna in San Francisco, 1965
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e went to Cecile’'s home where we stayed for a couple of days--we had a good visit to San

Francisco. Then Joyce and her family left for home, and Lucie and | left on adifferent route

with Richard and Lorna. We stopped off in Delta, and L ucie stayed with Cheril and Richard.
After we stopped to say hello to Tom and Roberta, | continued with Dick and Lornato Rock Springs.
Rock Springs hadn’t changed very much.

I bought a Dodge car in Rock Springs since | needed to have transportation. | drove back to
Provo on Friday. | went by way of Brigham City to seeLoisand her family. InProvo | wanted to make
arrangements to get back into our home as the house was rented and we wanted to give the people time
to find another place. | stayed at Tom’s home while in Provo.

Thefirst of theweek | went back to Rock Springs. Dick had several jobsin town so together we
made visits to these jobs. | told him that | could take care of the out of town jobs, which would leave
him free to do the estimating. | also started back in scouting where | left off. | was put back on the
executive board of Region Twelve and a member of the National Council. When | went to meetings,
Lucie went with me, and we enjoyed visiting in the various cities that we visited. A lot of fine people
work in the scouting program, and | hopethat | have been able to contribute something to the program.
I know that the program has been a great help to me.

: We were able to get back into our home in Provo
LA after acouple of weeks, but therewasalottodoin

i T DA
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order to get thehomein shape again. We stayed inthe
Oak Hills Third Ward for a few months, but another
divisonwasmadeand wewere put in the Pleasant View
First Ward. | worked at the lumber yard for two and a §
half years, then decided to retire and move permanently
to Provo. | retired January 1, 1969.

— — ——
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Alan James, Ron and Dave Hirschi, Don James, 1966
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fter coming home from Australia we resumed our get-togethers with the family, and at least

once ayear wewent different placesall together and had very good times. After one of our trips

to Fremont Lake, Lucie and | took Lois and Ernie’s motor home with us. We took Jeri, Jodi,
and Allison Dudley on a trip with us through Yellowstone Park, Glaciers National Park, then up to
Canada. We spent threeweeksonthetrip. Over the yearswe took many tripstogether with the family.
In 1974 Loisand Ernietook uswith them in their motor hometo the Atlantic Coast. Wevisited Ernie’s
mother in Baltimore and also visited the new temple in Washington DC. Then we went down the coast
as far as Florida and spent aday at Disney World. Then we traveled through the Southern States, up
through Texas into New Mexico and part of Colorado, and then back to Utah. We spent three weeks
and traveled 6600 miles and visited many places that we had never been before.

Family at Flaming Gorge, 1964

Cecil and Lucie in Yellowstone

Family at Fremont Lake




“The smell of a campfire, cool brisk air, the smell of pancakes
cooking on an open fire, peace, stability, calm reassusrance,
love, family, sacrifice, patriarch, a smile, a whistle--and
Grandpa is brought to mind. Always behind the scenes and
yet the main character. Grandpa has always been the rally-
ing point or the center of the family. Thank goodness for
Grandpa and family outings, whether to Lake Powell or Fre-
mont Lake or Provo--they have always taken top priority.

| cherish my memo-
ries. To me
Grandpa has al-
ways been the tall
straight pinewith a
streak of pitch a
mile wide to with-
stand the storms, to
be a beakon in the
night. I’'mproud to
be a part of such
great heritage,
proud to be a
James, and proud to be a member of a family who loves the Lord and knows
how to serve.” (Lori James, 21 year old granddaughter, 1980)

Lucie and Cecil

Joyce and Alf Ridge

“ Sometimes
it's hard to remember what kind of furni-
ture we had or what color the wallswere,
but | do remember the good times we had
together. Thetimesat Fremont Lake come
first. | don’t know how mother could put
up with all that tent living, but I'm glad
she did. | can remember her washing
clothes out in a pan and taking forever to
dry them, telling stories when it rained,
going for walks and riding bikes, and al-
ways the trip to the head of the lake and
Chamber’s lodge, drifting along in the
boat while the boys fished, going to Pinedale for a malt at the drugstore. | also remember how long it
took on Sundaysto get Dad away from church so we could go to Hurstsfor anice creamcone. e also
went quite a bit in the evenings after supper for aride and anice creamor aroot beer. . . Even though
the eightieth year of your liveshasarrived, | still feel that your concerns are not what your family can
do for you, but what you can do for them. Thereismuch gratitudein my heart for parentswho loved us.
The Lord really blessed us when they gave us you for parents. I’mgrateful for your concern not only
for me but for my children and grandchildren. They are much better people because of you. It's hard
for words to express how much | love and appreciate you for all the things you are.”

(Lois, adaughter, 1980)
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“Momand Dad areinvolved with all the )
families. Can you name the number of
get-togethers we have had--and the
family caravans. | never heard
Dad sing, but ashedrivesaround
inhiscar, hewhistles. Thenthere
was the day the Lord saved
Mother and a bunch of boys. She
spent fifty-two yearsin MIA--areal gamegal. | never saw her ride
abicycle, but shetook a group of Primary boyson a bicycleride up
to White Mountain, and there was hardly a car on theroad. Her

bike was overloaded with a bucket filled with water. She saw a
car coming, turned around to warn the kids, hit the car and
spilled all the water. Mother said that she was all right and so
was the bike, but
when she got home
she went to bed.
Another  great
memory is the
tobaggon being
pulled behind the
trucks in the
wintertime.” (Tom,
ason, 1980)

“It was easy to
know what was
important in life by
being with Grand-
ma and Grandpa.
Family isimportant
to them--family
togetherness and
happiness. Even
when | was very young | could feel the love they had for every
member of their family. | am very thankful that | was one of
them. Scouting isimportant to Grandpa and heisthemainreason
that | became an Eagle Scout. | could see that this was one way
| could make him proud of me. The Church isimportant to them.
The best example | have ever seen of the Gospel of Loveisinthe
life of Grandma and Grandpa. We are taught in the Church to
think in troublesome situations, ‘What would Jesus do?’ In my
life I’ve often thought, ‘What would Grandpa and Grandma
Jamesdo? Thereisn't much difference. Notruer statement could
be madethanissaid in my patriarchal blessing when it saysthat
| came froma ‘noble heritage’.”

(David JamesHirschi, agrandson, abt. 31 years, 1980)

Top: Cecil getting in boat
Right: Tom and Lucie in water, Lake Powell

Bottom: Cecil at Lake Powell, 1975
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Cecil, Cecile and Doug’s family, Joy Gummery, Michelle Jensen in Yosemite, 1981

“| always loved going to Grandma’s. Grandpa always had a little job for us to do--a little weeding,
picking up walnuts. He always gave us some money when weweredone. | remember he alwaystried to
trade hiswallet and all hismoney in it for our few cents we had in our pockets. But | never did trade
him. Grandpa always had a piece of candy for us. Grandma and Grandpa always made me feel good
inside, likel was somebody. On trips Grandpawould always buy usice cream. Grandma and Grandpa
went around and talked to people and made friends with them. They always had people dropping over
or staying over. | alwaysthought that they knew everyone. When they went on their mission, | started
to really watch them, how they talked and acted. | never heard Grandpa raise his voice or get mad or
yell at anyone. He always showed a lot of love to usand especially to Grandma. They never forgot my
birthday and always sent a
card. The really important
thing to meisthelr testimony
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and how they share it with
others. They were alwaysat
special events in my life--
baptism, blessing, my mis-
sion farewell, homecoming,
when | got married and
when | blessed Amy. They
always are telling spiritual
experiences. | couldn’'t have
asked for finer people to
raise my mother and teach
her the Gospel, and then
have my mother pass it on
to me.” (Randy Hirschi, a
grandson, 1980)

Cecil and Lucie James Family at Sunrise Sunday Services at Lake Powell, 1975
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“ Grandma helpsus play gameslike croquet and
swinging ropesontrees. Shehelpsusbuild stuff.
She gives us marshmallows to put us to sleep
and give us treats like caramels. She made
striped nightshirts for me when | was little.
Granpa gives me jobs like picking up apples,
and raking the yard and he pays me 25 cents.
And he gave me a mini vacuum.” (Scott
Howard Scribner, agrandson, 7 yearsold, 1980)

“ Grandma encouraged meto do the ‘ one-man
play’ at Christmastime last year. She lets me
dry the dishes every time | go to her house.
Everytimel gothereshegivesmejobssol can

ol &4 earn money and go to the 'Y’ and do the stuff
Cecil with Jeri and Dave Goepel, Gina, Cecile, Craig, Christy, there. She encouraged metowrite her
Scotty, Rusty, Doug, Spencer and Jimmy Scribner, 1981 front journal page in caligraphy.
Grandma never gets mad at me.
Grandpa loaned me his hat for the
mayor inthe one-man play. | haveto
do everything he says because if |
don't do everything he says, he says
he will give me a whipping with his
stick. For Christmas| gavehimafish-
ing knife because every timel ask him
where he’'sgoing hesays, ‘Fishing!”.”
(Craig Douglas Scribner, agrandson,
9yearsold, 1980)

“1 remember getting up at night with
Grandma and Sue and going on a
watering turn. What excitement.

; : Grandma would let me walk in the
Cecile, Jerilynn, Lois and Cheril at Fremont Lake, 1973 water whilesheturneditintothevari-
ousrows. | remember going to ‘ Peter Pan’ with Dave and Cecile. Whilethere, we saw some wonder ful
Peter Pan hatsthat we had no money to pay for. Dave and | really wanted those hats. Well, the next day
Grandma had us doing every crummy job she could think of for 10 cents an hour. The hats were over
a dollar and we really had to work hard to earn them. | remember Grandma turning over rocks and
showing us where potato bugs lived. Then we would spend half the day gathering them. She told us
how to catch grasshoppers by putting salt on their tails. Dave and | would spend a lot of time getting
close to a grasshopper and then it would hop off just as we put salt on its tail. | remember while
Grandpawasgone, Grandma said, ‘ Let’'s make a new kitchen,’ so for the next day we sledge-hammered
the wall down. Grandma got a new kitchen. | remember the balsa wood airplanes that Grandpa
brought us from the lumberyard. | liked Grandpa’s tattoo and because he had one, | always wanted
one. | have a great memory of all the hammocks Grandma and Grandpa had.” (Ronald Gene Hirschi,
agrandson, 33 years old, 1980)
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“Dad likes to spend the money while he has it; he
thoroughtly enjoysit. Histhree main weaknessesare
cars, planes and boats. Mom, quite the opposite, is
quite satisfied traveling safely onthegroundin a high-
powered Model T. While Dad spends large amounts
of money gaining the benefits of “ quality,” Mom is
onefor “ quantity.” | must admit that no one can find
as many good sales as she can--and so often.

On Dad’'s money I’ ve been to Hawaii, Mexico,
and four times to California. Mom'sidea of a vaca-
tionisaweekend at Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Mesa
Verde, or just a ride through Provo Canyon. | guess
the Howard in me is as dominant as the James in me,
as | seemto enjoy both types equally.

Dad'’s shopping check list is always much more
exciting than Mom's. After Mom has been shopping, we
will have the usual wheaties, milk and orange juice for
breakfast; hamburgers, split pea soup, and
milk for lunch; and milk, cake, and left-

Dick, Joyce, Lorna, Kayleen, Jerilynn, Kent and Tommy at Fremont, 1970

Cecil, Richelle, Rusty, Gina, Kent, Johnny, Dick
at Fremont Lake 1973

oversfor dinner. After Dad hasbeen shop-
ping the menu takes on a remodeled
appearance. For breakfast: blueberry
waffles topped with ham and eggs and
blueberry syrup; for lunch: sizdingt-bone
steaks, hard rolls, and baked potatoes bro-
ken open and sprinkled with cheese--not
to mention the strawberry shortcake gar-
nished with whipped cream, coconut and
a cherry; for dinner: a bag of popcorn
while watching ‘Around the World in
Eighty Days' incinerama.” (Cecile, writ-
ten as part of an English composition at

BYU, 1959, 18 years old)

Johnny, Rusty, and Billy at Fremont Lake 1973
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A Tribute To a Dear Friend, Cecil James (by Craig B. Jonsson)

“1 was up at 7,000 feet with three of my colleaguesin my plane. Suddenly the engine cut out and we
frantically looked for a placeto land. Thiswasn't hard to do since it was open country. | spied a dirt
road that looked fairly flat. All thistime we
had been losing altitude and were down to
about 3,000 feet. | then tried to come in for
astraight landing. WWelanded fairly well and
were just about to a stop when | saw a small
ditch. It ran acrosstheroad. The ditch was
unavoidable. Next thing | knew the planewas
onitsback. Fortunately no onewashurt very

The above is just one of the many
events that have taken place during the life of
Cecil James. He was born in Rock Springs,

Roberta, Allison Dudley, Cecil, Lucie, Lori, Jeri, JoDee
Tommy, Johnny, Rusty, Billy, Gina, Craig, Scotty, 1973

Hegrew up in Rock springs. He also attended school
there. In 1918 hejoined the Navy and wa stationed in
the Mediterranean. After the war had ended, he
became a member of the Occupation Forces in
Germany.

Mr. James son Tom gave some of the
following information about hisfather. Oneof hismany
virtues was that he was always anti-prejudiced. For
example, therewasa black family that lived in the black
part of Rock Sorings. Thefamily had lived there since
the town was founded. The family name was Jackson.
Mr. Jackson wasthelocal *honey dipper’ or out-house
cleaner. He had a habit of taking in stray children and
had quite a large family--sixteen to be exact. W&ll,
there was onething that Mr. Jackson wanted morethan
anything else--that was a table that the whole family
could all sit around at the same time.
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He cameto Mr. Jamesand asked himto build
the table for them. Mr. James was well
gualified to do this since he was a building
contractor and had access to the materials.
Mr. James said he would but when asked if
the materialshad arrived yet, he said, “ No.”
Mr. Jackson didn’'t know it but the items had
come and the table was almost finished.
Finally Mr. Jackson said, “ Well, maybe we
can have the table for New Years.” On
Christmas morning Mr. James loaded the
table into his truck and delivered it to Mr.
Jacksonwith ared ribbontied around it. Mr.
Jackson tried time and time again to repay
Mr. James, but each time he gave the excuse
that all the bills hadn’'t come in yet. (Cecil
sawto it that the billsfor the table never did
comein.)

Mr. James built a Greek Orthodox
Church at the time he was a bishop of award
inWyoming. Herefused to accept any profit
from this project.

Cecil’s son Tomtypified his father
as “ steady, patient, and a very good
listener.” Hewasworking ona problemwith
a business associate who became so angry
one could virtually see steam coming out of
his ears. The associate worked Mr. James
up one side and down the other and rather
than have a verbal shoot-out, Mr. James
listened until he had it out. His reply was,

: : “Well, what do you think we ought to do
Richard, Alf and Cecil, 1976 about it?” Thesefewwordshad settled the difficulty.

Mr. James took his children to Fremont Lake six
weeks out of the year. When his children became of
marriageable age and needed educational advantages, he
moved his family to Provo where the environment would be
advantageous. He lived alone in Rock Springs and
commuted to home in Provo for fifteen yearsin order that
his children could have those things he considered
worthwhilein their lives,

He has spent forty years in the Scouting program
and hasreceived the Siver Beaver and the Slver Antelope
Awards. The Slver Beaver isawarded on the council level
and the Slver Antelope is awarded on the regional level.
| think our family is very, very lucky to have a steady,
exciting, yet patient man for our neighbor. He'ssincerein
whatever he does.” (Craig Jonsson)

Roberta and Lucie, 1977
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JoDee, Roberta, Phillip, Tommy, 1976 | Roberta and Lucie, 1977 |

“ 1 alwaysfeel likeMom
and Dad would do any-
thing for their children.
No amount of money
would be too great to
give or any amount of
time or any sacrifice
they had to make would
be done gladly. The
family tripshave always
been the best vacation
we' ve ever had--alot of
people envy the close-
ness of our family, but
any parents can do the
samething (I’ mtrying).
Mother used to take us

for alot of ridesin the

summertime and look for rocks. | guessthey were mostly for her firepit. Shewould soak the ground with
a hose and dig and put rocks in. We really had fun around that fire pit telling continuous stories and
roasting potatoes.

Our home was a place where | can't remember there being criticism of others. Even tho our
neighbors weren't members of the church, they were all friends, and some of them were not very good
people. Dad had the reputation in his business as being a dependable and honest person. His carpen-
ters always respected him. He was also concerned for their families. Our home was always open for
others. Our friendswere alwayswel come, and Sunday dinner alwaysincluded visitorswho had cometo
church or someonelike an old maid school teacher who needed friends. . .1’ ve never had to doubt where
their priorities were and where mine should be. Even when things weren’'t always going right, | knew
where the priorities had to be. The church duties were always done. Mom's lessons were always well
prepared and the children were always taken care of. Even when we were at Fremont, Dad always went
back for church. They saw that we children always had good times. Evenwhen | wasmarried, they took
me and the children on vacations with them.” (Lois, daughter, 1980)
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Danny, Joyce, Michelle, Shaunna, and Jerilynn, 1965

Cecil, Gina and Scotty, 1973
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“Our memories begin at 813
Young Avenue in Rock Springs. |
remember that all through life our
lives had close ties to the Church
and Scouting. | am the only one
that isleft in Rock Springs. Most
of our heritage started fromthere.
| feel it's a good place to raise
kids. What does our heritage
mean to us? | always remember
Dad in the lumber yard. | don't
remember any bishopsbefore Dad
was a bishop. Scouting is a big
part of our lives. Today we're
wondering if we can salvage boy

scout camp, scouting, and the

lumber yard. Dad was a bishop

for nineyears, but | have him beat on funerals--sixty-one funeralsin thirty-one months! The one name
that isremembered in Rock Springs as far as the church is concerned is the name *James.” There still
isa Jamestradition in Rock Springs.” (Richard, a son, 1980)

To my family:

This book has been an all-
consuming project this last year. Asa result of
putting it together, | haveread Dad’s story many,
many times now--sometimes looking for errors,
and other times just enjoying the grand life he
and Mama lead and appreciating Dad's great
ability to remember the eventsin hislifein such
great detail at age seventy-eight! | think both of
them have been smiling down ontheproject. I've
often wanted to feel the closenessto the vell like
they and several of you have felt, but it doesn’t
seem to be a gift of mine. However, every so

often | have dreams, and they are in them--it's
not been likeavisit, but it'sjust been likea normal
day, and they happen to be there. | often feel like

Cecile and Cecil Waltzing __li ) )
at the OIld Fashioned Christmas Ball Santa Rosa, Ca. 1981 that. like they renot real ly Very far away. | don't
particularly havea constant yearning to seethem

or even be with them because my own children and their children seemtofill that yearning inside of me.
However, | would enjoy a visit, or | would like to share an experience with them, or | would like themto
seemy posterity. | haveto havefaith that they do sharein all thesethings. | hope they know aswell,
how much | love them, how appreciative | am of the good life they gave us, how grateful | amfor the
missionsthey served and for the good exampl e they set in loving other peoplein other lands. | know we
and our children were never off their minds--they prayed for us, they cared for us, they fasted for us,
they served us, they lived for us--asa girl, | often walked into Mama’s room and saw her on her knees
and would quietly tip-toe out again. | just know they are still doing all those same things for us. They
are our guardian angels, and surely we still need them. Dad, thanks for the memories (and thanks for

that waltzin 1981). | love you. Cecile (a daughter, 1 August 2003)
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the temple also. | believe this was some of the finest work | have done in the church. | soon
earned to take the partsin thetemple and thiswasvery inspirational. We associated with somevery
fine peoplethere. We used to shareriding with Brother and Sister Orlando Jolly and Brother and Sister
Smeseth, and weall becamevery good friends. After workinginthe Salt Lake Templefor over threeyears, the
Provo Templewas dedicated, and weweretransferred to work in thistemple. Therewerequiteafew people
that had beenworking in the Salt L ake Templewho weretransferred to Provo asthey lived in Utah County, so
we started out with quiteafew peoplethat weknew. Thework inthe Provo Templewasanew experienceas
the ceremonieswereon tapeand film, and wedidn’'t haveto
takethevariousparts. Wemissed taking the partsvery much.
We worked in the Provo Temple for over two years then
took aleave of absence.

For saverd yearsLucieand | havetried vistingdl of
our familiesat Chrigmastime. Wewould dwaysvist Cecile
and her family in Cdiforniabefore Christmas, thentherest of
thefamiliesduring the Christmasholidays. Wealsotry to
have as many of the families as possible at our home at
Thanksgivingtime. Thisway wehavetriedtokeepintouch
asmuchaspossible.

Every year | havetried to get back to Wyoming in
the fall and hunt elk with Dick and hisboys. Sometimes
Tom and Erniecamealong. | really don’'t do any hunting
anymore, but | still liketo get out inthe mountains. Most
years| go out hunting deer with Tom and hisboys. | have
aways enjoyed the mountains, rivers and lakes and like
tothink of themany finetimesthat | have had in these places.
Eventhough | have had the privilege of traveling to many placesintheworld, | have never found aplacethat
looksbetter then the mountai nous country of theWest. | am surethat wewill spend theremainder of our lives
here.

Q fter retiring | started working in the Salt Lake Temple. After ayear Mother started working in

Aswe near 1980, Mother and | will be eighty years old, and when | look back over the
years| fedl that my lifehasnot beeninvain. | want all my family to know that | lovethem
very much and that all of you have brought much happinessinto my life. | canlook back
and seewhere | could have done some things better, but all of you have helped me agreat
deal, andif | hadn’t had such afinefamily | wouldn’t bewherel amtoday. Everything that
| have done that has been worthwhile, | have done with all of you in mind; and if it is
possible | hope that when we have completed thislife, we will be able to continue in the
life to come and will all be together and have the same love for each other. | want al of
you to know that the Gospel is true and the Church isindeed the Church of Jesus Christ
andthat | know itistrue. Never loseyour faith inthesethings. | have heard M other say on
several occasions that everything good that we have as afamily has come to us because
we are members of this Church, and | know thisto beafact. | am surethat we are not
at theend of thingsbut only at the beginning.
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Fringe Benetfits

(written by Lucie James, December 11, 1980 while suffering severe headaches and just a few

days before she had her stroke. Lucie died December 27, 1980)

Now who’d have thought ‘twould come to this, at 80, whoa,

['d better change gears from medium to slow.

On a pillow of down my head tries to rest.

A soft quilt of puffed nylon covers my chest.

But my hair is not combed--(I went down in a rush)--
My lips have no rouge--my cheeks no soft blush.

One might truly say, “She wasn't ready [ guess.”

All except my new nightie--a gift no less/

A bell rings, I shakely hobble to answer the phone,
(A really sick person couldn’t get there alone!)

[ tell a sad tale, well thought out and padded,

Most of it true, just a tiny bit added.

Please sift out the facts, then blow gently the fluff

It won't hurt you much, but will ease some my rough.

[ love getting your calls--I have lots of time,
And believe all you say--that’s what makes it so fine.

Cecil who has always abhorred plain “squaw work,”
Smiles and comes at my call with never a shirk,
Sweeps, cooks, picks up stuff does the dishes and such
(To me these are nothing--to him a big much).
[ secretly peek out of tightly closed eyes--
How well he does things is to me a surprise.

The kind of a husband each girl tries to find,

(But one without training! Oh well, never mind).

Joyce always on hand has a special appeal,
Brings loose ends together and many a meal.
Mary Saldutti sends Thanksgiving cuisine,
Turkey, cranberries, pies, and many fine things.
I'm eating better than my usual style,

And [ feel a bit guilty most of the while.

Fringe Benefits: caring, sharing, preparing with
“Insight and tenderness, born of understanding.” (George Eiioy
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SERVICES

IN MEMORY OF Family Prayer.................. Ernest T. Winfield(son-in-law)
Prelude/Mulsic il il 0l Organist - Jean Smith
CECIL SYME JAMES Choir of the P. V. 1st Ward

under the direction of Kathy Thomas

Monday Presiding. . . Bishop Ray Andrus
June 13, 1988 Conducting. . . Don R. James (grandson)
11:00 a.m. Musical Number < “Jesus Lover of My Soul” o 5 A i
L Choi With Special Love
easant View 1st Ward Opening Prayer. ..Ron G. Hirschi (grandson)
650 E. Stadium Ave. Profile of Cecil Joyce ]. Ridge (daughter)

Provo, Utah

Speaker ... Thomas A. James (son)
B Piano Number ................. Russell G. Scribner (grandson)
March 14, 1900 Glimpses:of Ceciliv. .o daliiiie i Cecile J. Scribner (daughter)
Rock Springs, Wyomingjuue 8, 1988 Speakerih it AL LI LML I Richard A. James (son)
Musical Number. .............. “Oh, What Songs of the Heart”
Passed Away Choir
June 8, 1988 Closing Remarks . ........................ Bishop Ray Andrus
Provo, Utah o R Cheril J. Snow (daughter)
Moried PostludeiMusic.iliciiicaidta e SR . Jean Smith
Lucie Howard
October 7, 1925 INTERMENT
Salt Lake L.D.S. Temple Provo City Cemetery
610 South State
Provo, Utah
Dedication of Grave........... Douglas M. Scribner (son-in-law)

Pallbearers - Grandsons

Ronald G. Hirschi William H. James
Alan R, James Russell G. Scribner
David J. Hirschi Michael R. Snow
Don R. James Craig D. Scribner
Randy C. Hirschi Scott H. Scribner
J. Grant Snow Phillip R. James
C. Thomas James Roger W. Snow
Kent L. James James D. Scribner

Spencer J. Scribner

A feeling of wholeness, a

feeling of peace

Granting surcease to sorrow, to

pain a release. CECIL SYME JAMES

Are we indeed strangers on this

planet Earth

Far from our real home by chance of

our birth?
And when we return to our heavenly
home
Will glimpses so frail be
symphonically toned?
Lucie H. James (1975)




Cecil and Lucie James
Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary
7 October 1975
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Doug and Cecile Scribner Family -- Some memorable moments with Grandpa:

!f';j:'\‘mk{,

Doug and Cecile
Russ and Gina
Craig and Scott

Christy and Jimmy
Spencer and Lora
(Plus a few more:

Lois, Joyce

Cheril, Michael)

Taken between
1984.1987

Painting is the town
of Temple, Scotland
home of
James Brown Syme






